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Debate on “Transgender equality”
1 December 2016

A backbench business debate on “Transgender equality” 
will take place on Thursday, 1 December. The debate 
follows a report in January by the Women and Equalities 
Committee which demanded more rights for transsexuals. 

The Committee’s proposals raise great public safety 
concerns, especially for the safety of women and girls in 
places such as toilets, changing rooms, women’s refuges, 
single-sex hospital wards, prisons, rape crisis centres and 
women’s support services.

FIVE FACTS ABOUT THE TRANSSEXUAL AGENDA 
AND GENDER IDEOLOGY

1.	 Transsexuals are people who are biologically 
normal, but who live as someone of the opposite 
sex.

2.	 There are very few transsexuals in Britain. Over 
the past decade fewer than 4,500 people have 
legally changed their sex. 

3.	 Gender ideology claims that gender is socially 
constructed – your biological sex does not 
determine your gender. Some prominent feminists 
oppose this ideology, warning that critical 
questions are being silenced by accusations of 
‘transphobia’.1

4.	 Gender ideology is now being promoted to 
children as young as 4 years old. Such school 
materials routinely use extreme sex stereotyping, 
for example suggesting that a girl interested in 
engineering may actually be a boy. 

5.	 Sex-reassignment surgery is irreversible. Many 
transsexuals remain distressed and even suicidal 
after the operation.2

NB: In rare cases people are born with an intersex condition 
involving physical or other medical problems. This is a 
completely separate issue. Transsexuals have a healthy body 
prior to treatment.

CURRENT LAW

Under the 2004 Gender Recognition Act, an adult who 
has been diagnosed with gender dysphoria (discontent 
with their biological sex because they believe it is different 
to their ‘real gender’) and lived for two years as a person 
of the opposite sex can apply for a gender recognition 
certificate. This means that their legal sex can be changed, 
including on their birth certificate.3 A gender recognition 

certificate can be obtained without a person undergoing 
any medical treatment.

KEY PROPOSALS FROM THE WOMEN AND 
EQUALITIES COMMITTEE

Activists are seeking further liberalisation of the law, 
including: 

1)	 allowing ‘self-declaration’, so that people can 
change their legal sex without any need for a 
medical diagnosis or to have lived as a member of 
the opposite sex; 

2)	 lowering the age for changing legal sex from 18 
to 16; 

3) 	 giving legal recognition to those who identify as 
neither male nor female.

In January 2016 the House of Commons Women 
and Equalities Committee released a report calling on 
the Government to address these three points. The 
Committee is chaired by Maria Miller MP.

The report also recommended amendments to the 
Equality Act 2010 to prohibit discrimination against a 
broader spectrum of people because of their “gender 
identity”. Other recommendations included extending 
hate crime legislation to cover crimes committed against 
transsexuals and putting greater emphasis on “trans 
issues” in schools, particularly in sex education.4

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE SO FAR

The Government’s response to the report was published 
in July. The Government committed to a review of the 
Gender Recognition Act as part of a broader “action plan 
for transgender equality”, saying: “We would like to see 
more evidence on the case for change and the implications 
of altering the minimum age, moving to a self-declaration 
process and extending legal recognition to non-binary 
gender identities.”5

PUBLIC SAFETY CONCERNS

The radical proposals put forward by Maria Miller would 
allow men to self-identify as female without any medical 
diagnosis and then to invade the privacy of women and 
girls. Non-religious groups such as ‘Transgender Trend’ are 
warning: “This would mean that any man would be able to 
declare himself “female” in order to gain access to facilities 
where privacy is crucial to the dignity, comfort and safety of 
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women and girls, such as toilets, changing-rooms, women’s 
refuges, single-sex hospital wards, prisons, rape crisis centres 
and women’s support services. The obvious consequence 
would be that women would not feel safe to access the 
services and facilities intended for them.”6

Real life incidents in the USA and Canada since 2015 
include:

	 Teenage boys identifying as girls and so using 
girls’ changing rooms in schools – news outlets 
have reported parents’ protests in Ohio, Missouri, 
California, Idaho…7

	 Male predators using pro-transsexual policies 
to spy on women in changing rooms – cases in 
Toronto, Idaho, Virginia, California, Seattle.8

	 Time magazine reporting in May 2016 that girls 
from a swimming team in New York City are too 
scared to use the women’s changing room at a 
public swimming pool following the introduction 
of a new “gender identity” policy. The girls, aged 
from about seven to 18, became concerned after 
they saw a “bearded individual” in the women’s 
changing room.9

	 A woman’s gym membership being revoked 
after she complained about the presence of a 
transsexual man in the female changing rooms.10

If the age for obtaining a gender recognition certificate 
was lowered from 18 to 16, as Maria Miller proposes, then 
a biologically male school pupil would be legally allowed to 
use the girls’ changing rooms in the UK. 

There are other concerns. The security services 
obviously need accurate information to identify potential 
terrorists, but how will this be possible if basic information 

like a person’s sex is removed from passports, as the 
Equalities Committee has suggested?11 A controversial 
new Bill in Canada which aims to prohibit discrimination 
against gender expression threatens freedom of speech. 
A professor of Psychology at the University of Toronto has 
spoken out, arguing it could result in him being charged 
with a hate crime for refusing to use gender-neutral 
pronouns such as ‘ze’ and ‘zir’ instead of ‘he’ and ‘she’ at 
work.12

WIDESPREAD OPPOSITION

Many people across society disagree with gender ideology, 
including the C of E and Roman Catholic Church, leading 
feminists such as Germaine Greer and Julie Bindel, and 
even some gay rights advocates. Germaine Greer has said 
that in her opinion a man who has ‘sex change’ surgery is 
not a woman.13

HOW MANY ‘TRANSGENDER’ OPTIONS?

‘Transgender’ is used as a vague umbrella term by 
supporters of gender ideology. They reject the fact that 
there are only two sexes, instead presenting a range of 
different gender options. How many would a new law 
recognise?

	 5 forms of “transgender identity” are offered in 
the 2012 Scottish anti-sectarianism legislation.

	 22 gender options were given by the Children’s 
Commissioner for pupils in Brighton, including 
‘genderqueer’, ‘demi-girl’, ‘tri-gender’ or ‘in the 
middle of boy and girl’.14

	 71 different gender possibilities are available to 
Facebook users.15
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