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Introduction

 
HOLYROOD ELECTION 2026

Christian citizens should think carefully 
and prayerfully about how they vote in the 
election for the Scottish Parliament on 7 
May. 
The Christian Institute is a registered 

charity and we cannot tell you how to vote. 
What we can do in this briefing is address:

�	 why you should vote
�	 biblical priorities
�	 issues on the horizon
�	 two key factors in voting 
�	 speaking to candidates 
�	 party policies on key issues
�	 background information 
on public policy. 

Our analysis of party policies covers 
issues where important Christian principles 
are at stake. They tend to be issues where 
biblical standards, particularly the Ten 
Commandments, directly apply. In modern 
Scotland, they can be among the most 
controversial subjects, yet in our view, the 
Bible is perfectly clear about them. 
We cannot be exhaustive. There will 

be other areas of concern, such as the 
environment, where material is available 
elsewhere or where there is honest 
disagreement among Christians holding to 
the Bible as their authority.

WHY SHOULD WE VOTE?

The State is a means of God’s common grace. 
The Bible is very clear that the governing 
authorities act on God’s behalf to restrain 
evil and promote what is good (Romans 13 
and 1 Peter 2). This benefits all people, not 
just Christians. 
As a general rule, Christians follow 

Jesus’ command to render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s (Matthew 22:21).1 
Christians are citizens of heaven (Philippians 
3:20) and also of an earthly nation. The 
Christian’s duty is to obey the governing 
authorities. The exception is where they 
forbid what God requires, or require what 
God forbids (Acts 5:29). 
It is our earnest prayer that Christians 

will have freedom to share the Gospel and 
live out the Christian life (1 Timothy 2:1-
4). In praying “deliver us from the evil one” 
(Matthew 6:13), we are praying against the 
persecution of the Church as well as against 
personal temptation. 
Romans 13 makes clear that God has 

ordained the governing authorities in every 
country, whether they are Christian or not. 
Thanks to God’s common grace, there are 
many non-Christians who take the morally 
right view on particular issues. Nobody’s 
thinking is wrong at every point. Politicians 
who disagreed with Christians about 
redefining marriage can still be strongly 
against assisted suicide or liberalising drug 



4

laws. Some atheists will strongly defend the 
free speech of Christians.
Like the prophet Daniel, God’s people 

must encourage leadership that promotes 
truth and righteousness. Daniel not only 
urged King Nebuchadnezzar to renounce 
his sins and his wickedness; he pleaded with 
the king to practise righteousness and show 
kindness to the oppressed (Daniel 4:27). 
Unlike Daniel, Christians in Scotland 

today get to play a part in electing their 
leaders. In a democracy, everybody has 
the legal right to vote. Billions of people 
around the world do not enjoy the same 
freedoms we have here. We elect Members 
of the Scottish Parliament and so ultimately 
the Scottish Government. We help choose 
‘Caesar’. So voting is a privilege and a 
serious responsibility.2 
The election provides an opportunity for 

Christians to speak out and play their part 
by voting. Governments can make it easier 
or harder to live freely as a Christian or to 
share the Gospel. Believers have to make a 
judgement about how their vote can be used 
to best effect. 

BIBLICAL PRIORITIES

When it comes to matters of public policy, 
Christians have to assess biblical priorities. 
We can distinguish those political issues on 
which the Bible is absolutely clear from those 
on which it is not. 
For instance, the Bible is not clear on 

how to improve access to GPs or the most 
appropriate level of university tuition fees. 
To decide on these issues involves a detailed 
assessment of the facts and the exercise 

of judgement based on experience. Many 
situations we encounter in ordinary life are at 
this level, and so are many political issues. 
But at the other end of the spectrum 

the Bible is “clear, direct, and decisive” 
about a whole host of political issues.3 For 
example, a vote for abortion or euthanasia 
is a vote to break the Sixth Commandment 
(Exodus 20:13). These are the kinds of 
issues we mainly focus on in this briefing – 
straightforward matters of right and wrong. 
Making a Christian judgement on political 

issues often requires the wise assessment of 
several biblical principles. This can result in 
Christians arriving at different conclusions. 
For example, we know for certain that the 
State has a right to levy taxes (Romans 13:7). 
But Christians who hold to biblical truth 
can legitimately disagree on the level of 
individual taxes. 

ISSUES ON THE HORIZON

The new Parliament elected on 7 May 
2026 could vote on laws affecting religious 
liberty, freedom of speech, the family, 
transgenderism, abortion, assisted suicide, 
prostitution and drugs.

 	 More information about legislation 
and public policy on these and other 
issues is given on page 25 onwards.

These are all issues of concern to 
Christians. Some are ‘conscience votes’, 
where MSPs are free to vote without a party 
whip, which underlines the importance 
of finding out what individual election 
candidates think.
Biblical Christians believe that the Gospel 
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is paramount. Salvation is only found in 
Christ, not in any political programme. Yet 
followers of Christ are also to care about 
their world, being salt and light in society. 
In order for that to happen, there has to be 
freedom for the Gospel. Religious liberty is a 
crucial issue. 
Christians in this country have enjoyed 

remarkable freedom for centuries, which was 
hard-won down the years. Yet this is being 
increasingly challenged: street preachers 
have been arrested; Christians have lost 
their jobs for talking about their faith or for 
taking an ethical stand; individuals, churches 
and organisations have been discriminated 
against for holding to the belief that marriage 
is between a man and a woman. 
Many Christians are also gravely 

concerned about legislative proposals that 
intrude into ordinary family life, evangelism 
and the running of the local church. 
Christians believe that governing authorities 
are established by God, but at the same 
time the Government is not responsible for 
everything. Indeed, if there is to be freedom, 
it must not be.
It is important to say that society is more 

than the State. Society is made up of families 
and many institutions and organisations 
between the State and the citizen.
Government by itself cannot solve all our 
problems or even come remotely close.

DEVOLUTION

The Scottish Parliament can make laws in 
areas such as education, health, family life, 
crime, local government, agriculture, social 

work, economic development and transport. 
It has powers to set rates and bands of 
income tax, and powers over certain aspects 
of welfare. 
Westminster retains responsibility for 

other areas such as defence, equality/
discrimination law, employment law and 
foreign affairs. These are ‘reserved matters’ 
on which Holyrood cannot legislate. 
Though Westminster makes laws on 

reserved matters, the Scottish Parliament 
can still have a role on those same issues. 
Although legislation such as the Equality Act 
2010 can only be passed at Westminster, 
Holyrood can significantly affect the equality 
agenda in Scotland – for example, it has 
power to make its own regulations to 
implement the ‘public sector equality duty’ 
contained in the 2010 Act.

CANDIDATES AND PARTIES
In the voting system for elections to the 
Scottish Parliament, each elector has two 
votes – one for their constituency and one 
for their region. A system of proportional 
representation is used. Overall, the aim of 
the electoral system is to ensure that the 
number of seats in Parliament won by each 
party broadly reflects their percentage of 
votes in each region.
You have to consider how you will cast 

your two votes. In the constituency list you 
vote for individual candidates; in the regional 
list you vote for a party.
There are therefore two obvious factors 

to consider: the individual candidates and 
the political parties. 
Thinking first about the constituency 
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list, you may decide it is better to vote for 
an exceptional candidate who shares your 
Christian views across a range of moral 
issues, even if they are standing for a party 
you would not usually support. You may 
decide the most important consideration is 
to vote for the candidate who is standing 
for a party that in your view represents 
the ‘least-worst’ option. You may think it is 
better to vote for a candidate representing 
a Christian political party who may happen 
to stand in your area. These are decisions 
which ultimately only you can make. 
Christians should exercise their 

conscience in these matters. Just because 
your family or friends vote in a certain way 
does not mean that you need to do the 
same. It is your choice.
In terms of the regional list, people’s 

thinking is more in terms of the parties as a 
whole. That makes finding out the policies, 
and past record, of the political parties all 
the more important. Of course, you are free 
to vote for a candidate from one party in the 
constituency list, but vote for a different party 
in the regional list. You are also free to vote 
for individuals standing in a constituency or 
region who have no party affiliation.
It is highly unlikely that you will find a 

party or a candidate you feel has all the right 
views. For many Christians there is a genuine 
dilemma over how to vote. In making your 
decision, you may wish to consider how the 
parties fared in previous elections in your 
constituency and your region.4

Type in your postcode here to find out which 
constituency you live in: whocanivotefor.co.uk 

SPEAKING TO CANDIDATES
Candidates or their canvassers may come 
to your door, phone you or stop you in the 
street to ask how you intend to vote. This 
presents an ideal opportunity to find out 
where the candidate stands on key moral 
issues. His or her opinions on these issues 
can be quite different from the position of 
their party.
Perhaps more than at any other time, 

the candidates will be open to listening to 
your views. Should they be elected, they 
will be representing you at Holyrood.
We have suggested some Questions 

for Candidates on the back page. Think 
through two or three issues and have 
the questions ready in case canvassers 
contact you. Limit yourself to the two 
or three issues with which you are most 
concerned. Be prepared to give a reason 
for your view. This briefing will help 
you get to grips with the issues you are 
interested in.
If you speak to the candidates 

themselves, ask if they are willing to raise 
your concerns at the Scottish Parliament 
if elected. If they say they will, you can 
hold them to this promise should they be 
elected.
If you speak to someone canvassing 

on behalf of the candidate, ask for your 
concerns to be passed on. The very act of 
asking these questions is a Christian witness.

https://whocanivotefor.co.uk
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CONTACTING YOUR CANDIDATES
You can contact your candidates by letter 
or email, or on social media, to raise your 
concerns. This way you can be sure that 
they have all been made aware of the issues 
important to you. For contact details, go to: 
whocanivotefor.co.uk or check their election 
literature. If you do contact one, keep things 
short, but do raise specific points. Make sure 
you tell them you live in their constituency. 
You could swap notes with other Christian 
friends who have had contact with a 
candidate.
There are many ways of being a Christian 

citizen, but elections provide a good 
opportunity for Christians to be salt and light 
in our society. We must pray for wisdom and 
speak out for the truth.

 	 For contact information about 
	 candidates and parties, visit: 

whocanivotefor.co.uk

THE POLICIES OF THE POLITICAL 
PARTIES

The Christian Institute seeks to promote the 
Christian faith in the public square in matters 
of religious liberty, education, marriage and 
the family, medical ethics and public morality. 

The parties set out their policies in 
their manifestos, official policy documents, 
or resolutions determined by their party 
conferences. Our election website will link to 
the 2026 manifestos of the parties covered 
in this publication as they become available: 
the.ci/scottishelection
Obviously the Scottish Government’s 

actions are there for all to see. Since the 
opposition parties have not been in a 
position to implement their ideas, we can 
only note what they have said and the way 
they have voted.
Christians must weigh the evidence 

and exercise their Christian conscience, 
remembering that: “If any of you lacks 
wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it 
will be given to him” (James 1:5).

 	 For party manifestos (as available) 
and other election information, 
visit: the.ci/scottishelection

Within these broad areas, this briefing 
highlights some of the policies of the 
parties represented at Holyrood before 
dissolution. We also include some of 
the known policies of the Scottish 
Family Party, which is standing at least 
four candidates in all eight regions.* 
Resource constraints do not permit 
us to cover the policies of the other 
parties fielding candidates.

*The Alliance to Liberate Scotland meets this 
threshold but does not have party policies for 
this briefing to consider, as its representatives 
would have free votes on all matters except 
independence.

http://whocanivotefor.co.uk
https://christian.org.uk/scottishelection
https://christian.org.uk/scottishelection
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Scottish 
National Party
snp.org

The SNP has been in Government in Scotland since 2007. From August 2021 to April 2024, 
it had a power-sharing agreement with the Scottish Greens. The party had 60 MSPs in the 
Scottish Parliament at dissolution for the election. The party’s leader, John Swinney, has been 
First Minister since 2024. His predecessor, Humza Yousaf, replaced Nicola Sturgeon in 2023. 
The SNP has nine MPs at Westminster.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

‘Conversion therapy’ – The Scottish 
Government held a consultation from 
January to April 2024 on ‘Ending Conversion 
Practices in Scotland’. The proposals risked 
restricting biblically faithful preaching, 
prayer, pastoral care and parenting. The 
Government dropped plans to legislate by 
this election, but has reiterated its promise 
to publish a fully ‘trans inclusive’ Bill in the 
first year of the next parliament if a proposed 
Westminster law does not cover Scotland 
satisfactorily.5 

Hate crime – The Scottish Government’s 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) 
Act 2021 extended the law on ‘hate crime’, 
including on grounds of religion, sexual 
orientation and transgender identity. New 
‘stirring up hatred’ offences were criticised for 
endangering free speech.6 The Government 
agreed to amend the Bill during its passage, 
including a requirement for stirring up 
hatred to be intentional for an offence to be 
committed.7 The legislation was implemented 
in April 2024 but remains controversial.8  

Sectarianism Bill – The SNP’s anti-
sectarianism Bill in 2011 initially gave rise 
to serious free speech concerns, but was 
amended during its passage to include 
protections. It was later repealed by MSPs, 
against the wishes of the SNP.

Equality Act 2010 – The SNP offered general 
support for the legislation, which would 
have narrowed the employment freedom of 
churches and religious organisations.9

Human rights – The party’s 2024 general 
election manifesto pledged to oppose any 
attempts to withdraw from the European 
Convention on Human Rights or amend the 
Human Rights Act 1998.10     

EDUCATION

Religious education – As part of the Scottish 
Government’s Curriculum for Excellence, 
paganism was introduced into Religious 
Education classes for the first time in 
2012.11 In 2025, the Scottish Government 
introduced legislation that removes the right 
of withdrawal from RE and allows children to 

http://snp.org
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override their parents’ decision to withdraw 
them from Religious Observance. 

Sex education – In February 2026, 
the Scottish Government updated its 
Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood 
(RSHP) education guidance. It recognises 
parents and carers as children’s primary 
educators and encourages transparency, but 
gives undue weight to the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child.12 Traditional marriage 
is not mentioned.13

LGBT education – In August 2021, the 
Scottish Government published “Supporting 
transgender pupils in school” guidance, in 
consultation with LGBT Youth Scotland. It 
said there was no justification in law for 
limiting the use of toilets and changing 
rooms on the basis of biological sex. After 
2025 court rulings, the guidance was revised 
to say facilities have to be made available on 
the basis of biological sex.14

Home education – Guidance published by 
the SNP Government in 2025 upheld the 
right of parents to home-educate but also 
stated that: “A child’s rights based approach 
should be adopted in relation to home 
education.”15

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY

Transgenderism – In 2022, the Scottish 
Government brought forward legislation 
allowing those over the age of 16 to change 
legal sex by self-declaration without a 
medical diagnosis. It passed the Scottish 
Parliament but the Westminster Government 
used a constitutional power to prevent it 
becoming law, due to concerns over its 
impact on equality legislation reserved to 
Westminster. The Scottish Government 

remained committed to the policy.16 
However, in April 2025, For Women Scotland 
won a Supreme Court case against the 
Scottish Government, confirming that “sex” 
in the Equality Act refers to biological sex. 
The Government said it accepted the ruling 
and no longer had plans to bring back self-
ID legal sex changes.17 It is facing a legal 
challenge for continuing to house prisoners 
identifying as transgender in prisons for the 
opposite sex.18 
The Government still supports simplifying 

the process for changing legal sex, adding 
a third gender option for passports and 
amending the Equality Act to explicitly cover 
“all trans and non-binary people”.19  

Same-sex marriage – A Government Bill to 
introduce same-sex marriage was passed in 
the Scottish Parliament in 2014. SNP MSPs 
were given a free vote on the Bill; 56 SNP 
MSPs voted for the Bill and seven against. 
The Government refused to accept there 
was any need for amendments to protect 
religious liberty and freedom of speech.20  

Divorce – In December 2025, the Scottish 
Government published plans to extend the 
DIY divorce process to cases where there are 
children under 16 if the spouses have agreed 
arrangements for their upbringing.21

	 Former First Ministers Nicola Sturgeon  
(2014-2023) and Humza Yousaf (2023-2024)
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Marriage allowance – The SNP is against 
marriage tax breaks.22  

Sunday trading – In 2016, SNP MPs voted 
against the Westminster Government’s plans 
to relax Sunday trading.23 The party supports 
Sunday trading in principle, but did not want 
Scottish workers to be adversely affected by 
the legislation for England and Wales.24

Smacking – The SNP strongly supported 
legislation that criminalised parents for 
reasonable chastisement.25 It came into force 
in November 2020.26 

Named Person – In 2014, the SNP 
Government passed an Act to give every 
child in Scotland a ‘named person’ – a state 
employee – to oversee their ‘wellbeing’. 
The Supreme Court ruled in 2016 that the 
scheme breached the right to a private and 
family life. The SNP repealed the statutory 
scheme in 2019, after being unable to make it 
lawful and workable.27 

LGBT rights – The SNP has said that in an 
independent Scotland, it would embed LGBT 
rights in a written constitution.28 

MEDICAL ETHICS

Assisted suicide – The SNP gave its MSPs a 
free vote on Liam McArthur’s assisted suicide 
Bill for Scotland. At Stage 1, 41 SNP MSPs 
voted for, 19 against, with one abstention. At 
Stage 3, 37 of the then 60 SNP MSPs voted 
for, with 22 against.

Organ donation – The SNP Government 
legislated for an opt-out organ donation 
system in the Human Tissue (Authorisation) 
(Scotland) Act 2019.29 

Abortion – In 2024, the Scottish Government 
set up a group to advise on changes to 
the law. All members were pro-abortion. 
The group’s recommendations include 
decriminalising abortion up to birth, 
and there would be no prohibition on 
sex-selective abortion. In March 2026, 
the Scottish Government launched a 
stakeholder consultation on the group’s 
recommendations, promising a full public 
consultation if ministers decide that abortion 
law should be changed. 
The Scottish Government supported a 

backbench Bill to create 200-metre buffer 
zones around all abortion centres in Scotland 
but gave its MSPs a free vote – one voted 
against.
In 2020, the Scottish Government 

introduced early home abortions during the 
coronavirus pandemic, making the move 
permanent in 2022.30  

PUBLIC MORALITY

Prostitution – The SNP describes 
prostitution as “a form of gendered violence” 
and has said it is in favour of criminalising 
the purchase but not the sale of sex.31 It did 
not support independent MSP Ash Regan’s 
Member’s Bill to this effect in February 2026, 
which subsequently fell; six SNP MSPs voted 
for, 53 against. The Government has said an 
independent commission will be established 
to consider the issues and “inform future 
legislation”.32

Pornography – In February 2026, the 
Government launched a consultation on its 
plans to outlaw the non-consensual creation 
of deepfake intimate images.33 As part of 
its Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) 
Act 2010, the SNP introduced an offence of 
possessing extreme pornography.
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Online Safety Act 2023 – The SNP’s 2024 
general election manifesto supported “full 
enforcement” of the Online Safety Act and 
“prompt strengthening of these laws when 
required” to “[p]rotect people, particularly 
children”.34

Drugs – In July 2023, the Scottish 
Government published a drugs policy 
that argued for the decriminalisation of 
drug possession for personal use.35 The 
party wants drugs policy to be devolved 
to Scotland. In January 2025, the Scottish 
Government opened a ‘drugs consumption 
room’, called The Thistle, in Glasgow. A 
strategy plan published in March 2026 
focuses on early prevention and ‘harm 
reduction’, including supporting more drug 
consumption rooms “where appropriate”. 
It also commits to maintaining a target of 
1,000 residential rehabilitation placements 

per year.36 The SNP Government introduced 
new limits to tackle drug-driving in October 
2019.37  

Alcohol – The SNP Government passed 
the Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland)
Act 2012. The Act allows for a minimum 
price per unit of alcohol and a 50p threshold 
was implemented in May 2018.38 This was 
increased to 65p in 2024.

Gambling – In 2024, the SNP’s general 
election manifesto said the UK Government 
should treat problem gambling as a public 
health matter, tackle the impacts of 
advertising and implement a gambling levy.39 
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Scottish 
Conservatives
scottishconservatives.com

The Scottish Conservatives had 28 MSPs at dissolution for the election, including leader 
Russell Findlay. The Conservative Party has 116 MPs in the House of Commons, including its 
leader, Kemi Badenoch. Five of the MPs represent Scottish constituencies. The Conservatives 
were in Government at Westminster from 2010 to 2024, including in coalition with the Liberal 
Democrats from 2010 to 2015.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

‘Conversion therapy’ – The 2024 general 
election manifesto said attempted 
‘conversion therapy’ is “abhorrent”, but noted 
that legislation in the area “is a very complex 
issue” and that existing law gives “robust 
protections”. It said it was right to “take more 
time before reaching a final judgement on 
additional legislation in this area”.40

Hate crime – The Scottish Conservatives 
have called the Hate Crime and Public Order 
(Scotland) Act “an attack on free speech” and 
“unworkable”. They say they would repeal the 
Act and have promised to “replace it with a 
law that defends free speech in Scotland”.41 

Non-crime hate incidents – The party 
opposes the recording of ‘non-crime hate 
incidents’, which Russell Findlay criticised 
in his keynote speech at the Scottish 
Conservative Conference 2026.42 

Sectarianism Bill – The Scottish 
Conservatives voted against the Offensive 
Behaviour at Football and Threatening 

Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 and 
supported its repeal in 2018.43 

Equality law – Conservative MPs and Peers 
were whipped to support an amendment 
maintaining existing employment exemptions 
for churches, but the party gave its general 
support to the Bill as a whole.44 The 
Scottish Conservatives have said they will 
ban “roles in the public sector that are 
exclusively focused on ‘equality’, ‘diversity’ or 
‘inclusion’”.45

Human rights – Kemi Badenoch has said that 
the Conservatives would leave the European 
Convention on Human Rights and repeal the 
Human Rights Act.46

EDUCATION

Religious education – The Scottish 
Conservatives opposed 2026 legislation 
removing the right of withdrawal from 
RE and allowing children to override their 
parents’ decision to withdraw them from 
Religious Observance.47 
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Sex education – In its 2024 manifesto the 
party said it “would ensure that material and 
lessons in school are age appropriate and 
that parents are made aware of what their 
child will be taught in school. We will take 
forward statutory guidance to stop schools 
from sending intrusive questionnaires to 
young children on sexuality and gender.”48 

LGBT education – The party has opposed the 
influence of transgender ideology, specifically 
of LGBT Youth Scotland, in primary schools.49 
Its 2024 manifesto said: “Parents will have 
a right to know if their child wants to be 
treated as the opposite sex and schools will 
have to involve parents when it comes to 
decisions about their children.”50

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY

Transgenderism – The Scottish 
Conservatives opposed the Gender 
Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill, which 
sought to allow over-16s to change legal 
sex by self-declaration, and have said they 
will oppose any attempt to bring it back.51 
They welcomed the Sandyford gender clinic 
pausing prescribing puberty blockers and said 
they would “ensure that the Cass Review is 
implemented in Scotland in full”.52 Following 
the UK Supreme Court ruling on the meaning 
of ‘sex’ in the Equality Act, Russell Findlay 
called on the Scottish Government to drop 
the gender self-ID policy “for good”.53  

Same-sex marriage – At Holyrood, Scottish 
Conservative MSPs had a free vote on 
redefining marriage. Seven voted in favour of 
the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) 
Bill and eight voted against. The Westminster 
coalition Government passed the Marriage 
(Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 for England 
and Wales, giving its MPs a free vote.54  

Divorce – In 2020, the Westminster 
Government passed the Divorce, Dissolution 
and Separation Act, which introduced ‘no-
fault’ divorce in England and Wales.

Marriage tax breaks – The Westminster 
coalition Government introduced a tax break 
for married couples from April 2015, now 
worth around £250 a year. The Scottish 
Conservatives have said they would use 
combined household rather than individual 
income to determine eligibility for Child 
Benefit, with a gradual reduction starting at 
£120,000.55 

Smacking – Each Conservative MSP voted 
against legislation that criminalised parents 
for reasonable chastisement at least once. 
Just before the law came into effect at the 
end of 2020, a party spokesman said the 
previous law was “entirely sufficient” to 
tackle abuse and that parents risk being 
criminalised.56

Named Person – The Scottish Conservatives 
opposed the now-repealed Named Person 
provisions.57 Conservative MSPs abstained 
on the legislation as a whole, saying that they 
did not want to oppose the other things in 
the Bill.58  

MEDICAL ETHICS

Assisted suicide – Conservative MSPs 
were given a free vote on Liam McArthur’s 
assisted suicide Bill for Scotland. At Stage 1, 
eleven of the then 30 Conservative MSPs 
voted for, with 19 against. At Stage 3, six of 
the then 28 Conservative MSPs voted for, 
with 22 against. 

Organ donation – The party welcomed the 
introduction of an opt-out organ donation 
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system in Scotland. The party also pushed for 
a “consistent marketing campaign” to ensure 
“maximum understanding of the idea of 
expressed consent”.59 

Abortion – Conservative MSPs had a free 
vote on a backbench Bill to create 200-metre 
buffer zones around all abortion centres in 
Scotland. All Conservative MSPs who voted – 
26 out of a total of 31 – voted for the Bill. 

PUBLIC MORALITY

Prostitution – The party supported 
independent MSP Ash Regan’s Member’s 
Bill to criminalise the purchase of sex but 
decriminalise its sale.60 

Drugs – The Scottish Conservatives initially 
supported the trial of drug consumption 
rooms in Scotland.61 The party subsequently 
said in 2025 that the policy had failed: 
“The Thistle is costing taxpayers a fortune, 
wrecking the local community and failing 
to reduce drug deaths.”62 In October 2025, 
the party supported its MSP Douglas Ross’s 
Member’s Bill to give those with drug and 
alcohol addiction a legal right to treatment.  
It was rejected by the Scottish Parliament.63 

Alcohol – The party supported the Alcohol 
(Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Act 2012, 
which allows for a minimum price per unit 
of alcohol.64 The party opposed the increase 
from 50p to 65p per unit in 2024, with its 
spokesman arguing that the policy had not 
been as effective as claimed.65 
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Scottish  
Labour
scottishlabour.org.uk

The Scottish Labour Party had 21 MSPs at dissolution for the election, including its leader 
Anas Sarwar. Labour currently has 404 MPs at Westminster, including Prime Minister Sir 
Keir Starmer, with 37 MPs representing Scottish constituencies.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

‘Conversion therapy’ – Anas Sarwar has 
backed a ban in principle, but expressed 
concerns about the possibility of parents 
being criminalised.66  

Hate crime – Scottish Labour supported 
the overall principles of the Hate Crime 
and Public Order (Scotland) Bill but raised 
free speech concerns about the ‘stirring up 
hatred’ offences as originally drafted.67 The 
party welcomed the additional safeguards 
introduced and backed the final legislation.68  
After the legislation caused controversy 
when implemented in 2024, Anas Sarwar 
said he would not repeal it, but would 
amend it to include ‘sex’ as a protected 
characteristic ‘to target misogyny and protect 
the voicing of gender critical views’.69 

Sectarianism Bill – In 2017, Labour MSP and 
spokesman James Kelly introduced a Bill to 
repeal the Offensive Behaviour at Football 
and Threatening Communications (Scotland) 
Act 2012. Labour MSPs voted for the Bill.

Equality Act 2010 – The 2024 Scottish 
Labour manifesto said the party was 

proud of the Equality Act 2010 introduced 
under Gordon Brown.70 It consolidated all 
discrimination laws into a single Act. The 
Bill as introduced would have narrowed 
the employment freedom of churches and 
religious organisations. The House of Lords 
voted three times against the plans and the 
UK Labour Government gave way. 

Human rights – The Scottish Labour Party 
said in 2019 that it maintained a “firm 
commitment to the Human Rights Act”.71  
The UK Labour Government has ruled out 
withdrawing from the European Convention 
on Human Rights, but said it plans to tighten 
the interpretation of some of its provisions.72

EDUCATION

Religious education – Scottish Labour 
opposed legislation removing the right of 
withdrawal from RE and allowing children to 
override their parents’ decision to withdraw 
them from Religious Observance. Ahead of 
the final vote, a spokesman called the Bill 
“rushed” and “confused”.73

LGBT education – In its 2021 manifesto, 
Scottish Labour said it supported the aims of 
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the Time for Inclusive Education campaign 
to “develop LGBT+ inclusive education in the 
curriculum”.74  

Home education – In its 2024 manifesto, 
Scottish Labour said “monitoring of home-
schooling provision is patchy across 
Scotland” and proposed creating “a national 
attendance register”.75

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY

Transgenderism – Scottish Labour MSPs 
were whipped to support legislation 
allowing over-16s to change legal sex by 
self-declaration without a medical diagnosis. 
In the final vote, 18 Scottish Labour MSPs 
voted for, including Anas Sarwar, with 
two voting against and two not voting.76 
However, Sarwar later expressed backing 
for both the Supreme Court ruling on the 
definition of ‘sex’ and nurse Sandy Peggie. He 
has said he would consider new legislation 
on gender recognition reform if it was 
brought forward.77 He has also said that, if 
First Minister, he would make all women’s 
spaces, services and sports single sex, based 
on biology.78 
Following the Cass Review, Labour’s 

health spokesperson supported the 
Sandyford Clinic’s decision to pause 
prescriptions to under-18s, calling on the 
Scottish Government to implement the 
recommendations from the Review.79 The 
2025 Scottish Labour conference rejected 
a motion supported by Anas Sarwar on 
providing single-sex spaces in schools and 
giving children questioning their gender 
support instead of puberty blockers.80 

Same-sex marriage – Scottish Labour 
supported the introduction of same-sex 
marriage in 2014. Labour MSPs were given a 

free vote, and 31 voted to redefine marriage 
in Scotland, while three voted against.

Smacking – Scottish Labour supported 
legislation that criminalised parents for 
reasonable chastisement.81 

Named Person – Scottish Labour MSPs 
voted in favour of the Children and Young 
People (Scotland) Act 2014, containing the 
statutory Named Person provisions. The 
party was supportive of “the principle of the 
named person scheme”, but criticised the 
implementation.82 

MEDICAL ETHICS

Assisted suicide – Labour MSPs were given 
a free vote on Liam McArthur’s assisted 
suicide Bill for Scotland. At Stage 1, seven 
of the then 22 Labour MSPs voted for, with 
15 against. At Stage 3, three of the then 20 
Labour MSPs voted for, with 17 against. 

Organ donation – Scottish Labour supported 
legislation for an opt-out organ donation 
system. 

Abortion – The 2023 Scottish Labour Party 
conference passed a motion supporting the 
full decriminalisation of abortion.83 Scottish 
Labour supported a backbench Bill to create 
200-metre buffer zones around all abortion 
centres in Scotland, with all the then 22 
Labour MSPs voting for it at Stage 3.

PUBLIC MORALITY

Prostitution – Scottish Labour supported 
the general principles of independent MSP 
Ash Regan’s Member’s Bill to criminalise the 
purchase of sex but decriminalise its sale.84  
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In the vote, 17 Scottish Labour MSPs voted 
for it, with none against it. Anas Sarwar 
raised concerns about sex trafficking during 
the Bill’s passage through Parliament.85

Drugs – Scottish Labour has said it is 
committed to a ‘harm-reduction’ approach, 
supporting the consumption room in 
Glasgow, drug-testing facilities and 
greater access to medication to reverse 
overdoses.86 The party wants to improve 
access to residential rehabilitation.87 Anas 
Sarwar has stated he does not support the 
decriminalisation of drugs, but people should 
not be prosecuted for personal use of “low 
level” cannabis.88 

Alcohol – Labour abstained on the Alcohol 
(Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Act 2012, 
which allows for a minimum price per unit of 
alcohol. The Scottish Labour Party supported 

the increase from 50p to 65p in 2024 but 
said that minimum unit pricing was not 
enough to prevent deaths to alcohol.89 It 
advocated for a public health levy to help the 
funding of drug and alcohol partnerships to 
tackle the problem.90 

Gambling – Scottish Labour’s 2024 general 
election manifesto expressed a commitment 
to “reducing gambling-related harm”, 
including by reforming gambling regulation 
to strengthen protections and working “with 
the industry on how to ensure responsible 
gambling”.91 The UK Labour Government has 
since limited online slots stakes, applied a 
£100 million statutory levy to the gambling 
industry and increased duties on online 
betting companies.
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Scottish  
Greens
greens.scot

The Scottish Greens had seven MSPs at dissolution for the election, including co-leaders 
Ross Greer and Gillian Mackay. From August 2021 to April 2024, the Scottish Greens had a 
power-sharing agreement with the SNP, with then co-leaders Patrick Harvie and Lorna Slater 
holding ministerial positions.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

‘Conversion therapy’ – The Scottish Greens 
support a “watertight ban” on so-called 
conversion therapy, calling it a “form of 
torture”.92

Hate crime – The Scottish Greens supported 
the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) 
Bill in Parliament, including criminalising 
‘stirring up hatred’.93 During the progress 
of the Bill, the party tabled amendments to 
narrow proposed protections for free speech. 
All of its then five MSPs voted for the final 
legislation.

Sectarianism Bill – Both Green MSPs at the 
time voted against the Offensive Behaviour 
at Football and Threatening Communications 
(Scotland) Act 2012 and all of its then five 
MSPs voted for repeal in 2018.

Human rights – The Scottish Green 
Party wants to “make sure Scotland’s 
Human Rights Commission is strong and 
independent, to protect and uphold the 
European Convention on Human Rights”.94

EDUCATION

Religious education – The Scottish Greens 
abstained in the final vote on the 2026 
law removing the right of withdrawal 
from RE and allowing children to override 
their parents’ decision to withdraw them 
from Religious Observance. The party 
felt children’s rights were not sufficiently 
protected.95

LGBT education – Ross Greer has called 
on the Government to introduce “critically 
important LGBTI*-inclusive sex and 
relationships education”.96 The party wants to 
ensure that education as a whole is “LGBTI+ 
inclusive”.97

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY

Transgenderism – The Scottish Green Party 
supports the self-declaration of legal sex, 
including an option for those who claim to 
be neither male nor female.98 All seven of 
the party’s MSPs voted against a Holyrood 
motion welcoming the Cass Review, which 
passed by 113 votes to seven.99 In response 
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to the Supreme Court ruling defining sex in 
the Equality Act as biological sex, equalities 
spokeswoman Maggie Chapman said the 
judges were spreading “bigotry, prejudice 
and hatred”.100 The Scottish Greens expelled 
members who signed a declaration saying 
sex is a biological reality and who spoke 
out about the impact of trans ideology on 
women.101 

Same-sex marriage – The two Green MSPs 
at the time voted in favour of introducing 
same-sex marriage in 2014. 

Smacking – Then Green MSP John Finnie 
introduced a Bill to criminalise parents for 
reasonable chastisement. It came into force 
in November 2020. The Scottish Greens 
strongly supported the Bill, and all its MSPs 
voted for it.

Named Person – Both Green MSPs at the 
time voted in favour of the Children and 
Young People (Scotland) Act 2014. When 
the statutory scheme was abandoned in 
September 2019, education spokesman Ross 
Greer said that the policy of having named 
persons was “unquestionably legitimate” but 
had been ‘bungled’.102

MEDICAL ETHICS

Assisted suicide – In 2021, then co-leaders 
Patrick Harvie and Gillian Mackay signed 
a cross-party open letter in support of an 
assisted suicide Bill. Scottish Green MSPs 

were given a free vote on Liam McArthur’s 
assisted suicide Bill. All seven voted in favour 
of the Bill at both Stage 1 and Stage 3. 

Abortion – The Scottish Greens support 
the total decriminalisation of abortion.103 
They support the provisions allowing DIY 
abortions at home.104 In 2023, Gillian Mackay 
introduced a Member’s Bill which created 
200-metre buffer zones around all abortion 
centres in Scotland.

PUBLIC MORALITY

Prostitution – The Scottish Greens advocate 
the total decriminalisation of prostitution,105 
calling for ‘sex work’ to be treated as work.106 
They opposed independent MSP Ash Regan’s 
Member’s Bill to criminalise the purchase of 
sex but decriminalise its sale. 

Drugs – The Scottish Greens “support the 
legalisation and regulations of drugs” and the 
expansion of drug consumption rooms.107

Alcohol – In 2010, both Scottish Green MSPs 
at the time voted in favour of introducing a 
minimum price per unit of alcohol. All seven 
MSPs backed the increase from 50p to 65p 
in 2024.

Gambling – The Scottish Greens have called 
for an extra levy on casinos and bookies to 
“compensate for the harm caused by the 
gambling industry”.108
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Scottish Liberal 
Democrats
scotlibdems.org.uk

The Scottish Liberal Democrats had five MSPs at dissolution for the election, including leader 
Alex Cole-Hamilton. The Liberal Democrats currently have 72 MPs at Westminster, with six 
representing Scottish constituencies.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

‘Conversion therapy’ – The Scottish Liberal 
Democrats formally backed a campaign 
to ban so-called conversion therapy in 
Scotland.109  They have committed to 
introducing a Bill if the SNP fails to do so.110

Hate crime – The party supported “the 
overall aim of updating hate crime law”.111 
However, Justice Spokesman Liam 
McArthur raised free speech concerns, and 
called for the law to be applied “in ways 
that fully respect essential freedoms, such 
as freedom of expression”.112 All five Lib 
Dem MSPs voted in favour of the amended 
Bill at Stage 3. 

Sectarianism Bill – All five Liberal Democrat 
MSPs at the time voted against the Offensive 
Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act in 2012 and 
for its repeal in 2018.

Equality Act 2010 – The Lib Dems at 
Westminster firmly supported the legislation 
and voted for narrowing employment 
protections for churches and religious 
organisations.113

Human Rights Act – The party says it will: 
“Champion the Human Rights Act and resist 
any attempts to weaken or repeal it.”114

EDUCATION

Religious education – The Liberal Democrats 
supported the 2026 law removing the 
right of withdrawal from RE, and allowing 
children to override their parents’ 
decision to withdraw them from Religious 
Observance.115

Sex education – The Scottish Lib Dems 
called for the full implementation of the 
LGBT+ Inclusive Education Working Group’s 
recommendations. These included the 
development of new LGBT inclusive teaching 
resources for all public schools from early 
years upwards.116

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY

Transgenderism – The Scottish Liberal 
Democrats voted in favour of legislation 
allowing those over the age of 16 to change 
legal sex by self-declaration without a 
medical diagnosis. In January 2023, Alex 
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Cole-Hamilton stated in Parliament that 
“anyone who has committed sexually violent 
crimes and poses a risk to women should not 
be housed with women in the female prison 
estate”.117

Same-sex marriage – All five Lib Dem MSPs 
at the time voted to introduce same-sex 
marriage in 2014.

Cohabitation – The Lib Dems support 
extending legal rights to cohabiting 
couples.118

Smacking – The Liberal Democrats strongly 
supported a Bill that criminalises parents for 
reasonable chastisement and all its MSPs 
voted for it.119

Named Person – All five Lib Dem MSPs at 
the time voted in favour of the Children and 
Young People (Scotland) Act 2014.

MEDICAL ETHICS

Assisted suicide – Lib Dem MSPs were given 
a free vote on Liam McArthur’s assisted 
suicide Bill. At both Stage 1 and Stage 3, 
four voted in favour, including Mr McArthur 
himself, with one against.

Abortion – All members voted in favour of 
a backbench Bill to create 200-metre buffer 
zones around all abortion centres in Scotland. 
Alex Cole-Hamilton said: “The right to free 

expression is secondary to your right to 
access intimate care without harassment.”120  
In its 2021 manifesto, the party committed 
to decriminalising abortion.121

PUBLIC MORALITY

Prostitution – The Lib Dems have 
repeatedly called for the decriminalisation of 
prostitution.122  They opposed independent 
MSP Ash Regan’s Member’s Bill to criminalise 
the purchase of sex but decriminalise its 
sale.123  

Drugs – The Scottish Liberal Democrats 
propose to decriminalise drug possession.124 
They are supportive of drug consumption 
rooms.125 

Alcohol – The Lib Dems welcomed the 
increase in the minimum unit price of alcohol 
from 50p to 65p in 2024.126 

Gambling – The party’s 2025 Autumn 
Conference called on the UK Government 
to act on gambling, including by restricting 
advertising, giving local authorities more 
power to “refuse venues” and strengthening 
the independence of the regulator.127
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Reform UK 
Scotland
reformuk.scot

Reform UK Scotland had one MSP at dissolution for the election, Graham Simpson, who 
joined from the Scottish Conservatives in August 2025. Malcolm Offord has been the Scottish 
leader since January 2026, while Nigel Farage MP leads the UK party, which has eight MPs at 
Westminster.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

Hate crime – Reform UK Scotland’s 2026 
manifesto says it will abolish the Hate Crime 
and Public Order (Scotland) Act.128 

Religious liberty – Reform UK has stated 
that religious freedom “is a core feature of 
our culture, but our culture is built upon 
Christian values. Those will be protected and 
celebrated”.129

Equality Act 2010 – The party has said it will 
repeal the Equality Act 2010 and replace it 
with a ‘Workplace Fairness Act’.130

Human rights – Reform UK has pledged to 
leave the European Convention on Human 
Rights, repeal the Human Rights Act and 
replace it with a British Bill of Rights.131

EDUCATION

Religious education – Graham Simpson 
voted against legislation removing the right 
of withdrawal from RE and allowing children 
to override their parents’ decision to 

withdraw them from Religious Observance. 
Reform UK has stated it would restore 
Christianity to schools and the curriculum.132

LGBT education – Reform’s education and 
equalities spokesperson Suella Braverman 
criticised children being taught “more 
about gender ideology than biological fact” 
in some classrooms. She also said “social 
and gender transition will be absolutely 
banned in all schools”.133 Reform UK’s 2024 
general election manifesto promised to 
ban transgender ideology in all schools, 
forbidding transitioning or changing 
pronouns and requiring transparency with 
parents about their children. Schools would 
be required to have single-sex facilities.134

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY

Transgenderism – While a Conservative 
MSP, Graham Simpson voted against the 
Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill 
and for the implementation of the Cass 
Review in Scotland.

Marriage – In its 2024 manifesto, Reform UK 
stated it would introduce a 25% transferable 
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marriage tax allowance to support 
marriage.135

Smacking – Graham Simpson voted against 
the Bill to criminalise parents for reasonable 
chastisement in 2019.

MEDICAL ETHICS

Assisted suicide – Simpson voted against 
the Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults 
(Scotland) Bill at Stage 1 in May 2025 and 
Stage 3 in March 2026. At Westminster, 
three Reform UK MPs backed Kim 
Leadbeater’s assisted suicide Bill in principle, 
with two opposing. In the final Commons 
vote, two supported it and three opposed.

Abortion – Simpson voted for a backbench 
Bill in 2024 to create 200-metre buffer zones 
around all abortion centres in Scotland. 
Suella Braverman said a Reform Government 
would “immediately” reverse Westminster’s 
decriminalisation of abortion up to birth.136 

PUBLIC MORALITY

Prostitution – In 2026, Graham Simpson 
supported independent MSP Ash Regan’s 
Member’s Bill to criminalise the purchase of 
sex but decriminalise its sale.

Drugs – Reform UK Scotland has spoken 
out against The Thistle drug consumption 
room, citing effects on local residents.137 In 
2021, Nigel Farage said he hates drugs but 
thinks “the war on drugs has been lost and 
it may be better if we regulate it in some 
way”.138 Reform’s 2024 manifesto said: “Drug 
dealing and trafficking will get mandatory life 
imprisonment. A new offence of Substantial 
Possession of Drugs will meet heavy fines.”139 

Gambling – Nigel Farage has said he ‘loves a 
bet’ and described himself as a “gambler, but 
not a problem one”.140 He opposes increasing 
taxes on betting and online gambling.141
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Scottish Family  
Party
scottishfamily.org

The Scottish Family Party had no MSPs at dissolution for the election. 
Its leader is Richard Lucas. 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

The Scottish Family Party opposes all hate 
speech legislation and any law to ban 
conversion therapy.142 It says: “The Equality 
Act’s section on ‘harassment’ should be 
repealed”.143 The party supports leaving the 
European Convention on Human Rights.144  

EDUCATION 

The party opposes ‘harm reduction’ 
approaches to sex and drugs education.145 It 
supports parents’ rights to withdraw children 
from content they deem inappropriate.146 
It opposes the inclusion of LGBT content 
across the curriculum.147

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY 

The Scottish Family Party says marriage 
should be incentivised through the tax 
and benefits system.148 The party opposes 
making divorce easier.149 It believes same-sex 
couples should not be allowed to marry but 
could instead be given rights through civil 
partnerships.150 The party would repeal the 

2004 Gender Recognition Act and restore 
the defence of reasonable punishment for 
parents accused of smacking.151

MEDICAL ETHICS 

The party is in favour of banning abortion 
except where the mother’s life is in 
danger. If this is not politically achievable, 
it proposes “intermediate steps”, such as 
reducing the 24-week limit and preventing 
abortion on grounds of disability after 24 
weeks.152 The party describes buffer zones 
as an “ideological attack on freedom of 
expression”.153 It opposes assisted suicide 
and euthanasia.154 

PUBLIC MORALITY 

The party opposes drug consumption rooms 
and any liberalisation of drug laws.155 It 
supports the restriction and reduction of 
pornography.156 The party would ‘consider 
targeted measures to restrict and regulate 
the advertising and provision of gambling 
services’.157 The party supports criminalising 
both buying and selling sex, while helping 
people to leave prostitution.158 

http://scottishfamily.org


25

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
‘Conversion therapy’
Efforts to legislate on so-called conversion 
therapy, also known as ‘conversion 
practices’, risk restricting the freedom of 
parents and churches to uphold biblical 
teaching on gender and sexual ethics. 
Genuinely abusive and coercive practices 
are already illegal. 
Conversion therapy is usually defined as 

attempts to “change or suppress” a person’s 
sexual orientation and/or gender identity.159 
Encouraging celibacy outside marriage has 
been described as a conversion practice.160 
Activists believe that even “gentle, non-
coercive prayer” should be covered by a 
ban.161

More information about  
legislation and public policy
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In Victoria, Australia, legislation on 
conversion therapy specifically states 
that the ban includes “carrying out a 
religious practice”, such as “a prayer 
based practice”. According to official 
guidance, prayers likely to be illegal 
include asking “for a person to not act on 
their attractions”, talking “about a person’s 
brokenness or need to repent” and asking 
“for long-term celibacy”. The guidance 
adds that telling people “their gender 
identity is not real” can be considered an 
illegal practice. The guidance lists ‘ways 
to continue practising your faith without 
causing harm’. These include reassuring 
LGBT people that “everyone has a 
different path” and that they are “perfect 
as they are”.162
The Scottish Government consulted 

in 2024 on its plans for a new law on 
conversion practices.163 The proposals 
were criticised by senior lawyers as ‘legally 
incoherent’, “impossible to grasp” and 
“fundamentally illiberal in intent”.164 The 
consultation closed in April 2024. An 
analysis of the consultation published in 
October 2025 showed a majority of the 
5,811 responses analysed were opposed 
to the plans.165 The Scottish Government 
says it remains “committed to ending 
conversion practices in Scotland” and 
will “continue to engage with the UK 
Government for a Bill” that would include 
Scotland. It adds that “if this approach 
cannot be agreed, then we commit to 
publishing our own Bill in Year 1 of the 
next Parliamentary session”.166
Successive Westminster governments 

have promised to ban ‘conversion therapy’ 
without ever being clear about what 
the proposed ban would cover. Draft 
legislation for pre-legislative scrutiny 
has been repeatedly promised but never 
published.

Free speech and hate crime

Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 
2021
The most serious forms of hate crime are 
‘incitement to hatred’ offences. Before the 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 
2021, these only covered race in Scotland.
After a review and consultation, the 

Scottish Government brought forward the 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) 
Bill in April 2020. Part 2 of the Bill 
created incitement to hatred offences on 
various protected characteristics: race, 
sexual orientation, transgender identity, 
religion, disability, age and variations in 
sex characteristics (known as ‘intersex’). 
The original Bill covered abusive behaviour 
deemed ‘likely’ to stir up hatred. It included 
free speech clauses on religion and sexual 
orientation, but not transgender identity. 
Significant and sustained objections 

to the Bill as drafted led to a series of 
concessions during the parliamentary 
process. On most protected characteristics, 
including the contentious issues of religion, 
sexual orientation and transgender identity, 
intent to stir up hatred has to be shown for 
an offence to be committed. A free speech 
clause was added that covered transgender 
identity and strengthened protection for 
religious debate. Additional amendments 
to further strengthen the free speech 
safeguards and create an exception for 
conversations in the home were rejected. 
The final Bill was passed by 82 votes to 32 
in March 2021, coming into force in April 
2024. There were over 7,000 hate crime 
reports to Police Scotland in the first week 
of implementation.167
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Offensive Behaviour at Football and 
Threatening Communications Act 2012 
(‘Sectarianism Bill’)
In June 2011, the Scottish Government 
brought forward a Bill aimed at tackling 
sectarian violence in Scotland, particularly in 
relation to football matches. The Offensive 
Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Bill sought 
to outlaw various types of threatening 
behaviour, but it also sought to criminalise 
communications intended to stir up religious 
hatred. This raised significant religious 
liberty and free speech concerns. The 
Christian Institute lobbied for the inclusion 
of a free speech clause in the offence.
The Scottish Government introduced a 

free speech clause through an amendment. 
This ensured that evangelism, discussions 
about faith, and criticism of other religions, 
would not be caught within the remit of 
the Bill. In December 2011, the Bill was 
passed into law by 64 votes to 57 – all the 

opposition parties opposed the legislation. 
After implementation, the Act 

remained controversial. It was criticised 
by sheriffs and a large proportion of cases 
brought under it led to acquittals. In 2017, 
Labour MSP James Kelly introduced a 
Member’s Bill to repeal the 2012 Act. 
This was passed by 62 votes to 60 in 
March 2018 – all the opposition parties 
supported repeal.

Equality Act 2010
The Equality Bill debated by the 
Westminster Parliament in 2009-10 sought 
to consolidate all discrimination laws into 
a single Act. Yet the Labour Government’s 
Bill as introduced would have curtailed 
the employment freedom of churches and 
religious organisations. The Government 
was defeated on these points three times 
in the House of Lords, preventing any 
narrowing. 
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EDUCATION

Religious education
The Children (Withdrawal from Religious 
Education and Amendment of UNCRC 
Compatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill removes 
the right of withdrawal from RE and 
allows children to override their parents’ 
decision to withdraw them from Religious 
Observance. It was introduced despite a 
lack of evidence that the right of withdrawal 
was widely used, and it misunderstands 
the parent-child relationship as protected 
by the UNCRC and other human rights 
instruments. Establishing in law a 
mechanism to generate or exacerbate 
conflict between children and their parents, 
it requires schools to interpose themselves 
into that conflict. This will put teachers 
in a difficult position and undermine the 
relationship between home, school and 
child. It also undermines the family unit 
and assumes that parents are likely to act 
against a child’s interests and without their 
knowledge.
The Bill was passed at Stage 3 in 

February 2026 by 66 votes to 51, with 
seven abstentions. 

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY

Transgenderism
The UK’s Gender Recognition Act 2004 
allows an adult who has been diagnosed with 
“gender dysphoria”168 by two doctors and 
has lived for two years in the opposite sex 
to change legal sex, including on their birth 
certificate. 
There has been pressure to liberalise the 

2004 Act, so people can change their legal 
sex without any need for a medical diagnosis 
(gender ‘self-ID’ or ‘self-declaration’). There 
have also been calls for the minimum age 
to be reduced from 18 to 16, and for legal 
recognition for those who say they are 
neither male nor female (‘non-binary’).
In 2017 the Scottish Government 

consulted on a proposal to allow self-ID. 
A further consultation on a draft Bill was 
held in 2019-20.169 The Gender Recognition 
Reform (Scotland) Bill completed its 
passage through the Scottish Parliament 
in December 2022. In addition to allowing 
change of legal sex by self-declaration, it 
reduced the minimum age from 18 to 16. 
But citing various concerns, including the 
impact on reserved equality legislation, 
the Westminster Government exercised its 
power under Section 35 of the Scotland Act 
1998 to prevent the proposals becoming 
law.170 This is the only time Section 35 has 
been used. In December 2023, following a 
legal challenge by the Scottish Government, 
Scotland’s Outer House of the Court of 
Session ruled that the UK Government had 
acted lawfully.171

Cass Review – In 2020, NHS England 
commissioned an independent review of its 
Gender Identity Development Service (GIDS) 
for children and adolescents. The review, led 
by Dr Hilary Cass, resulted in GIDS closing 
and being replaced by services claimed to 
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take a more holistic approach.172
The final Cass Report was published in 

April 2024. It concluded that giving gender-
confused children puberty blockers was 
based on “remarkably weak evidence”.173 
Dr Cass urged the NHS to review its use 
of cross-sex hormones and ensure that 
gender-confused children receive a holistic 
assessment of all their needs.174 The report 
left open the possibility of drugs for some 
“for whom a medical pathway is clinically 
indicated” but said: “For the majority of 
young people, a medical pathway may not 
be the best way” to manage their gender-
related distress.175 Dr Cass recommended 
a cautious approach to social transition, 
including clinical involvement from properly 
trained staff.176
As a result, NHS Scotland’s only 

specialist gender service for under-18s at 
the Sandyford Clinic in Glasgow paused 
prescribing puberty blockers.177 
In May 2024, MSPs passed a motion 

welcoming the Cass Review by 113 votes to 
seven. 

At the Scottish Government’s request, a 
multidisciplinary team overseen by Scotland’s 
Chief Medical Officer reviewed the Cass 
findings to consider their implications for 
NHS Scotland.178 It concluded that many of 
Dr Cass’s recommendations for children’s 
gender services in England should also be 
adopted in Scotland, including formally 
banning puberty-blocking drugs for gender-
confused children. In September 2024, 
the Scottish Government accepted the 
findings.179 Services for gender-confused 
young people are to be moved into regional 
paediatric and adolescent settings, rather 
than the centralised Sandyford clinic.180

For Women Scotland case – The Gender 
Representation on Public Boards (Scotland) 
Act 2018 set targets for increasing the 
proportion of women on public boards. 
Scottish Government guidance on the Act 
said “woman” meant the same as under the 
Equality Act 2010 and included a person with 
a gender recognition certificate stating their 
gender was female. For Women Scotland 
challenged the lawfulness of the guidance. 
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The Court of Session’s Outer and Inner 
Houses both found in favour of the Scottish 
Government. In April 2024, the Supreme 
Court ruled unanimously on appeal that 
the terms “man”, “woman” and “sex” in the 
Equality Act refer to biological sex.

Same-sex marriage
The Marriage and Civil Partnership 
(Scotland) Act 2014 introduced marriage 
for same-sex couples in Scotland. The first 
ceremonies took place on 31 December 
2014.
The Bill was published at the end of June 

2013 with few protections for those who 
disagree with the redefinition of marriage.
The final stage of the Bill, Stage 3, 

took place on 4 February 2014. Various 
amendments were lodged aiming to protect 
the civil liberties of people who believe 
in traditional marriage, but all were voted 
down. The final vote was 105 in favour and 
18 against. All five party leaders at the time 
voted to redefine marriage.

Marriage tax breaks
In April 2014, Westminster MPs voted 279 
to 214 in favour of a tax break for married 
couples and civil partners throughout the 
UK. The transferable tax allowance is worth 
up to £252 per year.181

Parental smacking
Parents throughout the UK were able to 
use a loving smack under the defence of 
‘reasonable chastisement’ or ‘reasonable 
punishment’. John Finnie MSP brought 
forward the Children (Equal Protection 
from Assault) (Scotland) Bill, a Member’s 
Bill, in September 2018. This abolished the 
defence. It was passed by 84 votes to 29 
in October 2019. All parental smacking in 
Scotland was criminalised when the Act 
came into force on 7 November 2020.

Named Person
The Children and Young People (Scotland) 
Bill was passed on 19 February 2014. Part 
4 of the Act introduced the Named Person 
scheme, under which every child in Scotland 
was to be assigned a state-employed official 
responsible for monitoring their “wellbeing”. 
The named person was to be a health visitor 
or senior teacher and the proposal covered 
children from birth to the age of 18. Their 
functions cut across the proper role of 
parents and were not subject to parental 
consent.
The Christian Institute and others 

launched a judicial review, arguing that 
the scheme was a disproportionate and 
unjustified interference with family life and 
religious freedom. The case was dismissed 
twice in the Scottish courts in 2015, but 
in July 2016, UK Supreme Court judges 
unanimously struck down the central 
provisions of the scheme. The Court stated 
that the data sharing provisions in the 
Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 
were in breach of the right to a private and 
family life under Article 8 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights. It also ruled 
that it had to be made clear that any advice 
offered by a named person is entirely 
optional.
The Scottish Government’s attempt to 

make the original Act compliant with the 
Supreme Court ruling failed. In September 
2019, then Education Secretary John 
Swinney said the Scottish Government would 
repeal the relevant parts of the Act, bringing 
an official end to the statutory scheme. The 
formal repeal was carried out by the Children 
(Care and Justice) (Scotland) Act 2024.
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MEDICAL ETHICS

Assisted suicide/euthanasia
Euthanasia by acts of commission, such as 
by administering a lethal injection, is illegal 
in the UK, as is assisting someone to commit 
suicide. Pro-euthanasia campaigners have 
made repeated attempts to change the law. 
In 2010 and 2015, attempts to introduce 
assisted suicide in Scotland were decisively 
rejected at Stage 1 in free votes. 
In March 2024, Liberal Democrat MSP 

Liam McArthur introduced the Assisted 
Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) 
Bill. As originally drafted, it sought to allow 
over-16s in Scotland who were deemed to 
be terminally ill to receive help from medics 
to kill themselves. MSPs voted by 70 to 56 
to advance the Bill at Stage 1 in May 2025. 

Several MSPs said they only voted in favour 
in order to give the Bill extra time for debate.
At Stage 3 in March 2026, it was rejected 

by 69 votes to 57, with twelve MSPs who 
had voted for the Bill at Stage 1 reversing 
their position. 
A similar Bill at Westminster was allowed 

to progress by MPs in November 2024 and 
narrowly passed in June 2025. It has been 
unable to complete its passage through 
the House of Lords due to the number of 
amendments Peers felt were needed.

Abortion
Abortion law was devolved to the Scottish 
Parliament by the Scotland Act 2016.
The present law allows abortion up to 

24 weeks’ gestation, but permits abortion 
up to birth where the child may have ‘a 
serious handicap’. What constitutes a serious 
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handicap has not been defined. The diagnosis 
of a comparatively trivial deformity, such as a 
cleft palate, has been used as grounds for an 
abortion.182 In 2023 in Great Britain, almost 
99 per cent of the 296,213 legal abortions 
were carried out for ‘social reasons’.183

From October 2018, the Scottish 
Government began permitting pregnant 
women to take the second of two pills for a 
chemical abortion at home. The first was still 
administered in a clinical setting. This change 
was unsuccessfully challenged in the courts. 
In March 2020, at the beginning of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, temporary provision was 
made to allow women to take both abortion 
pills at home during the first trimester 
after a phone or video consultation with 
a doctor. This was said to be a temporary, 
emergency measure. It was made permanent 
in England, Wales and Scotland in 2022, 
despite concerns about the policy and 
examples of women taking the pills well after 
the first trimester.184 Carla Foster procured 
an illegal at-home abortion while 32-34 
weeks pregnant, and was initially imprisoned 
before being given a suspended sentence on 
appeal.185 Her case became a cause célèbre 
for those seeking to liberalise abortion law.
Green MSP Gillian Mackay introduced 

the Abortion Services (Safe Access Zones) 
(Scotland) Bill in October 2023. The 
legislation was approved at Stage 1 by 123 
votes to one and at Stage 3 by 118 to one. It 
received Royal Assent in July 2024, coming 
into force in September that year. It creates 
200-metre buffer zones around all abortion 
centres in Scotland, preventing any pro-life 
presence.
In 2024, the Scottish Government 

established an Abortion Law Review 
Expert Group to consider the current law 
on abortion and provide ministers with 
recommendations on whether or not it 
should be changed. The Group did not 

include any pro-life representatives. In 
November 2025, the Group published its 
report. It recommended abortion on demand 
up to 24 weeks with no requirement for 
medical approval, and allowing abortion after 
24 weeks if two healthcare professionals 
– not necessarily doctors – deem it 
“appropriate”. Women would be able to 
have an abortion up to birth without risk of 
sanction and there would be no prohibition 
on sex-selective abortion.186 In March 
2026, the Scottish Government launched 
a stakeholder consultation on the Group’s 
recommendations, promising a full public 
consultation if ministers decide that abortion 
law should be amended.

Organ donation
On 11 June 2019, the Scottish Parliament 
passed the Human Tissue (Authorisation) 
(Scotland) Act 2019. This creates a presumed 
consent system for organ donation, also 
known as an ‘opt-out’ system. It replaced 
the previous ‘opt-in’ framework and came 
into force in March 2021. It means that 
when a competent adult has not recorded 
a decision, they may be deemed to have 
authorised donation of their organs and 
tissue after their death for transplantation. 
The Scottish Government states: “Under the 
opt out system, families of potential donors 
will always be consulted to check what their 
loved one’s latest views on donation were.”187
Under the former opt-in system, there 

was a seven per cent rise in the proportion 
of the Scottish population on the Organ 
Donation Register between 2016 and 
2020.188 There was a further four percent rise 
between 2021 and 2025, though the number 
opted out of the register rose by 24,800 to 
186,300 over the same period.189
‘Opt-out’ systems can be seen as 

increasing the power of the State at the 
expense of individuals and families.
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PUBLIC MORALITY

Prostitution
In September 2020, the Scottish Government 
launched a consultation entitled ‘Equally 
Safe – challenging men’s demand for 
prostitution’. It stated the Government’s aims 
to “challenge men’s demand for prostitution, 
work to reduce the harms associated 
with prostitution and support women to 
exit”. It described prostitution as “a form 
of commercial sexual exploitation” and as 
violence against women.190
The Government published a prostitution 

strategy in February 2024. Its key aims were 
to “improve support for women, including to 
sustainably exit prostitution, and to challenge 
and deter men’s demand through education, 
awareness raising, more informed public 
and private sector service provision and 
engagement, and where evidenced, through 
legislation”.191

Ash Regan was the minister responsible 
for this policy area at the time of the 2020 
consultation, but left the Government in 
2022. She lodged a draft proposal for a 
Member’s Bill on prostitution in June 2024, 
before introducing the Prostitution (Offences 
and Support) (Scotland) Bill in May 2025. 
It sought to criminalise the purchase of 
sex while also decriminalising its sale and 
retroactively quashing past prostitution 
convictions. In February 2026, MSPs voted 
against it by 64 votes to 54 at Stage 1.

Drugs

 	 Legislation on ‘controlled drugs’ 
is reserved to Westminster. 

The law categorises illegal drugs as either 
class A, B or C according to their harmfulness. 
The classification determines the criminal 
penalties for possession and supply. The most 
harmful drugs, such as cocaine and heroin, 
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are class A. Class B includes cannabis and 
speed (amphetamines) and class C includes 
sleeping pills. While drug laws are decided at 
Westminster, policies on how those laws are 
applied within the Scottish criminal justice 
system are a devolved matter.
There were 1,017 drug-related deaths 

in Scotland in 2024, down from a peak of 
1,339 in 2020, but reaching a total in a 
decade of 10,884. Scotland has the highest 
drug-death rate in Europe.192
In March 2021, MSPs unanimously 

agreed a motion that said drug deaths in 
Scotland in recent years are a “public health 
emergency”. The motion also supported the 
use of drug consumption rooms and agreed 
to “work towards diverting people caught 
in possession of drugs for personal use into 
treatment and ceasing imprisonment in 
these cases”.193
‘Drug consumption rooms’ are settings 

that allow addicts to bring their own drugs 
and take them under supervision. The 
Thistle, a Scottish Government-funded 
drug consumption facility in Glasgow, has 
been open seven days a week since January 
2025.194 Lord Advocate Dorothy Bain KC 
effectively declared it a ‘prosecution-free 
drug zone’, though she said Police Scotland 
would “retain the ability to effectively 
police the facility”.195 The Thistle is a 
three-year pilot at a cost of £2.3 million per 
annum, with the impact on the local area 
and its users being assessed.196 During its 
first full year of operation up to January 
2026, it was accessed by 599 registered 
users, and facilitated “over 8,300 injecting 
episodes”.197

Alcohol pricing
The Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) 
Act 2012 was passed at Holyrood by 86 
votes to one and received Royal Assent in 
June 2012. There were 32 abstentions, all 

Labour. Labour had tabled an amendment 
calling for a levy targeted at large retailers 
“to eliminate the windfall to large retailers 
arising from the minimum unit price”.198 This 
was defeated by 82 votes to 37. 
The Act allows ministers to set a 

minimum price per unit of alcohol, which 
the Government set at 50p from 1 May 
2018. The Scottish Government stated 
at the time that it “will save lives, reduce 
hospital admissions and, ultimately, have 
positive impacts across the whole health 
system in Scotland and for wider society”.199
Arguments for minimum unit pricing 

(MUP) include that it reduces consumption 
and therefore alcohol-related harm, and 
that it is a targeted measure that mainly 
affects the cheaper drinks more likely to be 
bought by heavier drinkers. Critics of the 
policy claim it does not affect heavy and 
harmful drinkers as they are less sensitive 
to price, but that it disproportionately 
affects low-income groups and increases 
the profits of major retailers at the expense 
of the majority of moderate drinkers.200

A report published by Public Health 
Scotland in June 2023 concluded that 
there was “strong evidence” MUP had 
reduced alcohol-attributable deaths and 
hospital admissions. There was “limited 
evidence” that it was effective in reducing 
consumption for people with alcohol 
dependence.201

The legislation implementing MUP 
included a sunset clause that would have 
brought it to an end after six years unless 
the Scottish Parliament voted for it to 
continue. In April 2024, MSPs voted 88 
to 28 in favour of retaining the policy and 
increasing the MUP to 65p. This came into 
force on 30 September 2024.



35

References

1.	 See also Mark 12:17; Luke 20:25
2.	 Cranfield, C E B, The Bible and Christian 

Life, T&T Clark Ltd, 1985, page 60
3.	 Grudem, W, Politics – According to the 

Bible, Zondervan, 2010, page 18
4.	 The Scottish Parliament website provides 

information on previous election results: 
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/
elections/2021-election-results

5.	 Programme for Government 2025-26, 
Scottish Government, page 21; Scottish 
Government, Official Report, 25 March 
2026, cols 16-17 

6.	 The Spectator online, 14 March 2021, see 
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/
the-snp-s-radical-assault-on-freedom-of-
speech as at 17 March 2026 

7.	 The Press and Journal online, 23 
September 2020, see https://www.
pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/politics/
scottish-politics/2513899/hate-crime-
bill-humza-yousaf-concession-a-step-in-
the-right-direction/ as at 17 March 2026

8.	 BBC News, 3 April 2024, see https://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-
scotland-politics-68721208 as at 17 
March 2026

9.	 House of Commons, Hansard, 2 
December 2009, col. 1230 

10.	 SNP Manifesto 2024, page 26
11.	 Daily Express, 6 August 2012
12.	 Guidance on the Delivery of Relationships, 

Sexual Health and Parenthood (RSHP) 
Education in Scottish Schools, Scottish 
Government, February 2026, paras 2.12 
and 2.14 

13.	 Ibid, page 19
14.	 Supporting Transgender Pupils In Schools: 

Guidance for education authorities and 
schools – revised, Scottish Government, 
September 2025, page 22  

15.	 Home Education Guidance, Scottish 
Government, January 2025, paras 1.3 
and 1.4 

16.	 BBC News, 10 May 2024, see https://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/
c97zv90d77do as at 17 March 2026

17.	 The Guardian online, 22 April 2025, 
see https://www.theguardian.com/
uk-news/2025/apr/22/scottish-
government-gender-recognition-law as at 
17 March 2026

18.	 BBC News, 2 February 2026, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/
cgl83ggln40o as at 17 March 2026

19.	 ‘What action will the SNP to improve 
trans and intersex equality?’, SNP, 16 May 
2016, see https://www.snp.org/policies/
pb-what-action-will-the-snp-to-improve-

trans-and-intersex-equality/ as at 24 
October 2025

20.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 4 
February 2014, cols 27294 and 27309-
27310

21.	 A Scottish Government Consultation 
on Family Law, Scottish Government, 
December 2025, Part 4

22.	 BBC News, 27 December 2013, see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-
scotland-politics-25524768 as at 17 
March 2026

23.	 The Independent online, 9 March 
2016, see https://www.independent.
co.uk/news/uk/politics/sunday-
trading-government-defeated-by-
rebels-as-labour-calls-for-bill-to-be-
withdrawn-a6921576.html as at 17 
March 2026

24.	 The Telegraph online, 8 March 2016, see 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
politics/12188094/Sunday-trading-rules-
will-not-be-relaxed-after-SNP-decides-
to-oppose-plans.html as at 17 March 
2026

25.	 Holyrood online, 20 October 2017, see 
https://www.holyrood.com/news/
view,scottish-government-promises-
to-make-smacking-ban-law-in-
scotland_7782.htm as at 17 March 2026

26.	 BBC News, 7 November 2020, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
scotland-54825151 as at 17 March 2026

27.	 BBC News, 19 September 2019, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
scotland-scotland-politics-49753980 as 
at 17 March 2026

28.	 SNP LGBTI Equality Manifesto 2019; 
SNP Manifesto 2024, page 26

29.	 BBC News, 11 June 2019, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
scotland-48580879 as at 17 March 2026

30.	 ‘Early medical abortion at home’, Scottish 
Government, 12 May 2022, see https://
www.gov.scot/news/early-medical-
abortion-at-home-1/ as at 17 March 
2026

31.	 Violence against women and girls (VAWG), 
Scottish Government, see https://www.
gov.scot/policies/violence-against-
women-and-girls/women-involved-
in-prostitution/ as at 17 March 2026; 
The Independent online, 19 March 2017, 
see https://www.independent.co.uk/
news/uk/home-news/scottish-national-
party-conference-aberdeen-sex-work-
prostitution-criminalisation-nordic-
model-ash-denham-a7637261.html as at 
17 March 2026

32.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 18 
February 2026, col. 22

33.	 Improving protections in the justice system 
for women and girls, Scottish Government, 
February 2026 

34.	 SNP Manifesto 2024, page 25
35.	 A Caring, Compassionate and Human 

Rights Informed Drug Policy for Scotland, 
Scottish Government, July 2023 

36.	 Preventing Harm, Promoting Recovery: 
Scotland’s Alcohol & Drugs Strategic Plan 
2026 – 2035, Scottish Government, 
March 2026, pages 49, 52 and 53

37.	 Scottish Government Press Release, 
New drug driving laws to be introduced, 11 
October 2019

38.	 BBC News, 28 January 2020, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
scotland-51269004 as at 17 March 2026

39.	 SNP Manifesto 2024, page 25
40.	 The Scottish Conservative and Unionist 

Party Manifesto 2024, page 60
41.	 The Scottish Conservative and Unionist 

Party Manifesto 2024, page 50
42.	 ‘Russell Findlay’s keynote speech to 

Scottish Conservative Conference 
2026’, Scottish Conservative & Unionist, 
21 February 2026, see https://www.
scottishconservatives.com/news/russell-
findlays-keynote-speech-to-scottish-
conservative-conference-2026/ as at 13 
March 2026

43.	 The Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party Manifesto 2016, page 29; BBC 
News, 15 March 2018, see https://www.
bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-
politics-43405134 as at 13 March 2026

44.	 See, for example, House of Lords, 
Hansard, 23 March 2010, col. 869 

45.	 Better Value for Your Money, Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party, June 
2025, page 8 

46.	 ‘Kemi speaks at Conference Day 1’, 
Conservatives, 5 October 2025, see 
https://www.conservatives.com/news/
kemi-speaks-at-conference-day-1 as at 
30 March 2026

47.	 ‘Protecting the Rights of Parents’, Stephen 
Kerr MSP website,  25 November 2025, 
see https://www.stephenkerr.org.uk/
news/protecting-rights-parents as at 13 
March 2026

48.	 The Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party Manifesto 2024, page 60

49.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 22 
January 2025, col. 41

50.	 The Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party Manifesto 2024, page 31 

51.	 Scottish Daily Mail, 3 February 2026
52.	 The Scottish Conservative and Unionist 

Party Manifesto 2024, page 46 

https://www.parliament.scot/msps/elections/2021-election-results
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/elections/2021-election-results
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/the-snp-s-radical-assault-on-freedom-of-speech
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/the-snp-s-radical-assault-on-freedom-of-speech
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/the-snp-s-radical-assault-on-freedom-of-speech
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-68721208
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-68721208
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-68721208
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c97zv90d77do
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c97zv90d77do
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c97zv90d77do
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/apr/22/scottish-government-gender-recognition-law
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/apr/22/scottish-government-gender-recognition-law
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/apr/22/scottish-government-gender-recognition-law
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgl83ggln40o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgl83ggln40o
https://www.snp.org/policies/pb-what-action-will-the-snp-to-improve-trans-and-intersex-equality/
https://www.snp.org/policies/pb-what-action-will-the-snp-to-improve-trans-and-intersex-equality/
https://www.snp.org/policies/pb-what-action-will-the-snp-to-improve-trans-and-intersex-equality/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-25524768
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-25524768
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/sunday-trading-government-defeated-by-rebels-as-labour-calls-for-bill-to-be-withdrawn-a6921576.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/sunday-trading-government-defeated-by-rebels-as-labour-calls-for-bill-to-be-withdrawn-a6921576.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/sunday-trading-government-defeated-by-rebels-as-labour-calls-for-bill-to-be-withdrawn-a6921576.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/sunday-trading-government-defeated-by-rebels-as-labour-calls-for-bill-to-be-withdrawn-a6921576.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/sunday-trading-government-defeated-by-rebels-as-labour-calls-for-bill-to-be-withdrawn-a6921576.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/12188094/Sunday-trading-rules-will-not-be-relaxed-after-SNP-decides-to-oppose-plans.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/12188094/Sunday-trading-rules-will-not-be-relaxed-after-SNP-decides-to-oppose-plans.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/12188094/Sunday-trading-rules-will-not-be-relaxed-after-SNP-decides-to-oppose-plans.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/12188094/Sunday-trading-rules-will-not-be-relaxed-after-SNP-decides-to-oppose-plans.html
https://www.holyrood.com/news/view,scottish-government-promises-to-make-smacking-ban-law-in-scotland_7782.htm
https://www.holyrood.com/news/view,scottish-government-promises-to-make-smacking-ban-law-in-scotland_7782.htm
https://www.holyrood.com/news/view,scottish-government-promises-to-make-smacking-ban-law-in-scotland_7782.htm
https://www.holyrood.com/news/view,scottish-government-promises-to-make-smacking-ban-law-in-scotland_7782.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-54825151
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-54825151
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-49753980
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-49753980
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-48580879
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-48580879
https://www.gov.scot/news/early-medical-abortion-at-home-1/
https://www.gov.scot/news/early-medical-abortion-at-home-1/
https://www.gov.scot/news/early-medical-abortion-at-home-1/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/violence-against-women-and-girls/women-involved-in-prostitution/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/violence-against-women-and-girls/women-involved-in-prostitution/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/violence-against-women-and-girls/women-involved-in-prostitution/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/violence-against-women-and-girls/women-involved-in-prostitution/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/scottish-national-party-conference-aberdeen-sex-work-prostitution-criminalisation-nordic-model-ash-denham-a7637261.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/scottish-national-party-conference-aberdeen-sex-work-prostitution-criminalisation-nordic-model-ash-denham-a7637261.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/scottish-national-party-conference-aberdeen-sex-work-prostitution-criminalisation-nordic-model-ash-denham-a7637261.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/scottish-national-party-conference-aberdeen-sex-work-prostitution-criminalisation-nordic-model-ash-denham-a7637261.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/scottish-national-party-conference-aberdeen-sex-work-prostitution-criminalisation-nordic-model-ash-denham-a7637261.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-51269004
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-51269004
https://www.scottishconservatives.com/news/russell-findlays-keynote-speech-to-scottish-conservative-conference-2026/
https://www.scottishconservatives.com/news/russell-findlays-keynote-speech-to-scottish-conservative-conference-2026/
https://www.scottishconservatives.com/news/russell-findlays-keynote-speech-to-scottish-conservative-conference-2026/
https://www.scottishconservatives.com/news/russell-findlays-keynote-speech-to-scottish-conservative-conference-2026/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-43405134
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-43405134
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-43405134
https://www.conservatives.com/news/kemi-speaks-at-conference-day-1
https://www.conservatives.com/news/kemi-speaks-at-conference-day-1
https://www.stephenkerr.org.uk/news/protecting-rights-parents
https://www.stephenkerr.org.uk/news/protecting-rights-parents


36

53.	 Times and Star Online, 17 April 2025, see 
https://www.timesandstar.co.uk/news/
national/25098813.snp-urged-drop-
gender-policies-for-good-supreme-court-
ruling/ as at 13 March 2026

54.	 The Daily Mail, 30 May 2013
55.	 The Scottish Conservative and Unionist 

Party Manifesto 2024, page 22
56.	 Glasgow Times online, 22 October 2020, 

see https://www.glasgowtimes.co.uk/
news/18815188.many-parents-unaware-
smacking-ban-becomes-law-next-month-
campaigners-warn/ as at 13 March 2026

57.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 19 
February 2014, col. 27924

58.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 19 
February 2014, cols 27924 and 27942-
27944

59.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 11 
June 2019, cols 65-67

60.	 BBC News, 2 February 2026, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/
c8rm6nr4zrro as at 13 March 2026

61.	 The National Online, 11 September 
2023, see https://www.thenational.scot/
news/23781368.scottish-tories-odds-
home-office-drug-consumption-rooms/ 
as at 13 March 2026

62.	 Mail Online, 9 September 2025, see 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-15081781/SNP-accused-abject-
failure-tackle-drug-crisis-deaths-rise.html 
as at 13 March 2026

63.	 BBC News, 9 October 2025, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/
c2ej9pl11llo as at 31 March 2026

64.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 24 
May 2012, cols 9426-9427

65.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 17 
April 2024, col 84

66.	 The Scotsman online, 18 February 2024, 
see https://www.scotsman.com/news/
politics/conversion-therapy-scotland-
plans-for-ban-must-not-criminalise-
parents-says-scottish-labours-anas-
sarwar-4520737 as at 17 March 2026

67.	 Scottish Legal News, 24 July 2020, see 
https://www.scottishlegal.com/article/
scottish-labour-expresses-serious-
reservations-over-hate-crime-bill; as at 
15 March 2021; Scottish Parliament, 
Official Report, 15 December 2020, cols 
62-63

68.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 11 
March 2021, cols 44-45

69.	 The Spectator online, 3 April 2024, see 
https://spectator.com/article/four-
groups-keeping-quiet-on-the-snps-hate-
crime-act/ as at 17 March 2026

70.	 Scottish Labour Manifesto 2024, page 
111

71.	 The Scottish Labour Manifesto 2019, 
page 65

72.	 The Standard online, 3 September 2025, 
see https://www.standard.co.uk/news/
politics/keir-starmer-shabana-mahmood-
government-prime-minister-liberal-

democrat-b1245793.html as at 31 March 
2026

73.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 17 
February 2026, cols 151-152 

74.	 The Scottish Labour Manifesto 2021, 
page 97 

75.	 The Scottish Labour Manifesto 2024, 
page 107

76.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 22 
December 2022, col 61, 74-76 

77.	 The Herald online, 17 April 2025, see 
https://www.heraldscotland.com/
news/25098578.sarwar-open-
considering-new-gender-reform-
legislation/ as at 17 March 2026

78.	 Daily Record, 2 February 2026
79.	 STV News, 18 April 2024, see https://

news.stv.tv/scotland/why-have-
scotlands-gender-clinics-paused-
prescription-of-puberty-blockers as at 17 
March 2026

80.	 The National online, 21 February 2025, 
see https://www.thenational.scot/
news/24954617.scottish-labour-
leadership-defeated-gender-schools-
motion/ as at 17 March 2026

81.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 28 
May 2019, col. 21

82.	 The Courier online, 19 September 2019, 
see https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/
news/politics/scottish-politics/982540/
named-person-scheme-claims-of-
complete-humiliation-after-scottish-
government-scraps-project/ as at 17 
March 2026

83.	 ‘Scottish Labour Party Conference: 
Motion passed renewing calls to 
decriminalise abortion’, Abortion 
Rights, 23 February 2023, see https://
abortionrights.org.uk/scottish-labour-
party-conference-motion-passed-
renewing-calls-to-decriminalise-abortion/ 
as at 17 March 2026

84.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 3 
February 2026, col. 61

85.	 Daily Record online, 21 May 2025, 
see https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/
news/politics/anas-sarwar-demands-
investigation-claims-35265053 as at 17 
March 2026

86.	 The Scottish Labour Manifesto 2024, 
page 77

87.	 The Scottish Labour Manifesto 2024, 
page 78

88.	 Daily Record online, 10 October 2025, 
see https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/
news/politics/anas-sarwar-says-not-
support-36045033 as at 17 March 2026

89.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 
17 April 2024, cols 94-96; Scottish 
Parliament, Official Report, 8 February 
2024, cols 63-64 

90.	 STV News, 15 January 2024, see https://
news.stv.tv/politics/ministers-should-
bring-in-alcohol-sales-levy-for-public-
health-says-scottish-labour as at 17 
March 2026

91.	 The Scottish Labour Manifesto 2024, 
page 77

92.	 ‘LGBT+ History Month: Commitments 
Needed on “Conversion Therapy” Ban’, 
Scottish Greens, 1 February 2026, see 
https://greens.scot/news/lgbt-history-
month-commitments-needed-on-
conversion-therapy-ban as at 20 March 
2026

93.	 BBC News, 9 September 2020, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
scotland-scotland-politics-54071705 
as at 20 March 2026; ‘Freedom of 
expression amendments to hate crime bill 
put on hold’, Holyrood online, 2 February 
2021, see https://www.holyrood.com/
news/view,freedom-of-expression-
amendments-to-hate-crime-bill-put-on-
hold as at 20 March 2026

94.	 ‘Justice, Liberty and Privacy’, Scottish 
Greens, see https://greens.scot/policy/
justice as at 20 March 2026

95.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 17 
February 2026, cols 88, 89, 160 and 161

96.	 ‘Greer urges Ministers to ensure sex 
and relationships education, and mental 
health education, are delivered to 
every young person’, Scottish Greens, 15 
November 2017, see https://greens.scot/
news/greer-urges-ministers-to-ensure-
sex-and-relationships-education-and-
mental-health-education-are-delivered-
to-every-young-person as at 20 March 
2026

97.	 ‘Our Common Future: Education’, Scottish 
Greens, see https://greens.scot/ourfuture/
education as at 20 March 2026; ‘Scotland 
Can Ensure Equal Rights For LGBTI+ 
People’, Scottish Greens, see https://
greens.scot/scotland-can/ensure-equal-
rights-for-lgbti-people as at 20 March 
2026

98.	 ‘Scotland Can Ensure Equal Rights For 
LGBTI+ People’, Scottish Greens, see 
https://greens.scot/scotland-can/ensure-
equal-rights-for-lgbti-people as at 20 
March 2026

99.	 The Telegraph online, 8 May 2024, 
see https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/2024/05/08/scottish-greens-only-
party-to-vote-against-cass-review/ as at 
20 March 2026

100.	 The Times online, 22 April 2025, see 
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/
article/call-for-msp-to-quit-over-
supreme-court-trans-bigots-comments-
rmkkgvdrf?gaa_at=eafs as at 20 March 
2026

101.	 The Times online, 30 January 2026, see 
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/
article/scottish-greens-expulsion-gender-
critical-activists-lgtj0wl3p as at 23 March 
2026; The Herald online, 18 September 
2025, see https://www.heraldscotland.
com/news/25476790.scottish-greens-
breaking-law-trans-rights/ as at 23 March 
2026 

102.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 19 
September 2019, col. 57

103.	 ‘Scotland Can Achieve Gender Equality’, 

https://www.timesandstar.co.uk/news/national/25098813.snp-urged-drop-gender-policies-for-good-supreme-court-ruling/
https://www.timesandstar.co.uk/news/national/25098813.snp-urged-drop-gender-policies-for-good-supreme-court-ruling/
https://www.timesandstar.co.uk/news/national/25098813.snp-urged-drop-gender-policies-for-good-supreme-court-ruling/
https://www.timesandstar.co.uk/news/national/25098813.snp-urged-drop-gender-policies-for-good-supreme-court-ruling/
https://www.glasgowtimes.co.uk/news/18815188.many-parents-unaware-smacking-ban-becomes-law-next-month-campaigners-warn/
https://www.glasgowtimes.co.uk/news/18815188.many-parents-unaware-smacking-ban-becomes-law-next-month-campaigners-warn/
https://www.glasgowtimes.co.uk/news/18815188.many-parents-unaware-smacking-ban-becomes-law-next-month-campaigners-warn/
https://www.glasgowtimes.co.uk/news/18815188.many-parents-unaware-smacking-ban-becomes-law-next-month-campaigners-warn/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8rm6nr4zrro
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8rm6nr4zrro
https://www.thenational.scot/news/23781368.scottish-tories-odds-home-office-drug-consumption-rooms/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/23781368.scottish-tories-odds-home-office-drug-consumption-rooms/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/23781368.scottish-tories-odds-home-office-drug-consumption-rooms/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-15081781/SNP-accused-abject-failure-tackle-drug-crisis-deaths-rise.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-15081781/SNP-accused-abject-failure-tackle-drug-crisis-deaths-rise.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-15081781/SNP-accused-abject-failure-tackle-drug-crisis-deaths-rise.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2ej9pl11llo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2ej9pl11llo
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/conversion-therapy-scotland-plans-for-ban-must-not-criminalise-parents-says-scottish-labours-anas-sarwar-4520737
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/conversion-therapy-scotland-plans-for-ban-must-not-criminalise-parents-says-scottish-labours-anas-sarwar-4520737
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/conversion-therapy-scotland-plans-for-ban-must-not-criminalise-parents-says-scottish-labours-anas-sarwar-4520737
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/conversion-therapy-scotland-plans-for-ban-must-not-criminalise-parents-says-scottish-labours-anas-sarwar-4520737
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/conversion-therapy-scotland-plans-for-ban-must-not-criminalise-parents-says-scottish-labours-anas-sarwar-4520737
https://www.scottishlegal.com/article/scottish-labour-expresses-serious-reservations-over-hate-crime-bill
https://www.scottishlegal.com/article/scottish-labour-expresses-serious-reservations-over-hate-crime-bill
https://www.scottishlegal.com/article/scottish-labour-expresses-serious-reservations-over-hate-crime-bill
https://spectator.com/article/four-groups-keeping-quiet-on-the-snps-hate-crime-act/
https://spectator.com/article/four-groups-keeping-quiet-on-the-snps-hate-crime-act/
https://spectator.com/article/four-groups-keeping-quiet-on-the-snps-hate-crime-act/
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/keir-starmer-shabana-mahmood-government-prime-minister-liberal-democrat-b1245793.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/keir-starmer-shabana-mahmood-government-prime-minister-liberal-democrat-b1245793.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/keir-starmer-shabana-mahmood-government-prime-minister-liberal-democrat-b1245793.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/keir-starmer-shabana-mahmood-government-prime-minister-liberal-democrat-b1245793.html
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25098578.sarwar-open-considering-new-gender-reform-legislation/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25098578.sarwar-open-considering-new-gender-reform-legislation/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25098578.sarwar-open-considering-new-gender-reform-legislation/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25098578.sarwar-open-considering-new-gender-reform-legislation/
https://news.stv.tv/scotland/why-have-scotlands-gender-clinics-paused-prescription-of-puberty-blockers
https://news.stv.tv/scotland/why-have-scotlands-gender-clinics-paused-prescription-of-puberty-blockers
https://news.stv.tv/scotland/why-have-scotlands-gender-clinics-paused-prescription-of-puberty-blockers
https://news.stv.tv/scotland/why-have-scotlands-gender-clinics-paused-prescription-of-puberty-blockers
https://www.thenational.scot/news/24954617.scottish-labour-leadership-defeated-gender-schools-motion/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/24954617.scottish-labour-leadership-defeated-gender-schools-motion/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/24954617.scottish-labour-leadership-defeated-gender-schools-motion/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/24954617.scottish-labour-leadership-defeated-gender-schools-motion/
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/politics/scottish-politics/982540/named-person-scheme-claims-of-complete-humiliation-after-scottish-government-scraps-project/
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/politics/scottish-politics/982540/named-person-scheme-claims-of-complete-humiliation-after-scottish-government-scraps-project/
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/politics/scottish-politics/982540/named-person-scheme-claims-of-complete-humiliation-after-scottish-government-scraps-project/
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/politics/scottish-politics/982540/named-person-scheme-claims-of-complete-humiliation-after-scottish-government-scraps-project/
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/politics/scottish-politics/982540/named-person-scheme-claims-of-complete-humiliation-after-scottish-government-scraps-project/
https://abortionrights.org.uk/scottish-labour-party-conference-motion-passed-renewing-calls-to-decriminalise-abortion/
https://abortionrights.org.uk/scottish-labour-party-conference-motion-passed-renewing-calls-to-decriminalise-abortion/
https://abortionrights.org.uk/scottish-labour-party-conference-motion-passed-renewing-calls-to-decriminalise-abortion/
https://abortionrights.org.uk/scottish-labour-party-conference-motion-passed-renewing-calls-to-decriminalise-abortion/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/anas-sarwar-demands-investigation-claims-35265053
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/anas-sarwar-demands-investigation-claims-35265053
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/anas-sarwar-demands-investigation-claims-35265053
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/anas-sarwar-says-not-support-36045033
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/anas-sarwar-says-not-support-36045033
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/anas-sarwar-says-not-support-36045033
https://news.stv.tv/politics/ministers-should-bring-in-alcohol-sales-levy-for-public-health-says-scottish-labour
https://news.stv.tv/politics/ministers-should-bring-in-alcohol-sales-levy-for-public-health-says-scottish-labour
https://news.stv.tv/politics/ministers-should-bring-in-alcohol-sales-levy-for-public-health-says-scottish-labour
https://news.stv.tv/politics/ministers-should-bring-in-alcohol-sales-levy-for-public-health-says-scottish-labour
https://greens.scot/news/lgbt-history-month-commitments-needed-on-conversion-therapy-ban
https://greens.scot/news/lgbt-history-month-commitments-needed-on-conversion-therapy-ban
https://greens.scot/news/lgbt-history-month-commitments-needed-on-conversion-therapy-ban
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-54071705
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-54071705
https://www.holyrood.com/news/view,freedom-of-expression-amendments-to-hate-crime-bill-put-on-hold
https://www.holyrood.com/news/view,freedom-of-expression-amendments-to-hate-crime-bill-put-on-hold
https://www.holyrood.com/news/view,freedom-of-expression-amendments-to-hate-crime-bill-put-on-hold
https://www.holyrood.com/news/view,freedom-of-expression-amendments-to-hate-crime-bill-put-on-hold
https://greens.scot/policy/justice
https://greens.scot/policy/justice
https://greens.scot/ourfuture/education
https://greens.scot/ourfuture/education
https://greens.scot/scotland-can/ensure-equal-rights-for-lgbti-people
https://greens.scot/scotland-can/ensure-equal-rights-for-lgbti-people
https://greens.scot/scotland-can/ensure-equal-rights-for-lgbti-people
https://greens.scot/scotland-can/ensure-equal-rights-for-lgbti-people
https://greens.scot/scotland-can/ensure-equal-rights-for-lgbti-people
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/05/08/scottish-greens-only-party-to-vote-against-cass-review/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/05/08/scottish-greens-only-party-to-vote-against-cass-review/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/05/08/scottish-greens-only-party-to-vote-against-cass-review/
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/call-for-msp-to-quit-over-supreme-court-trans-bigots-comments-rmkkgvdrf?gaa_at=eafs
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/call-for-msp-to-quit-over-supreme-court-trans-bigots-comments-rmkkgvdrf?gaa_at=eafs
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/call-for-msp-to-quit-over-supreme-court-trans-bigots-comments-rmkkgvdrf?gaa_at=eafs
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/call-for-msp-to-quit-over-supreme-court-trans-bigots-comments-rmkkgvdrf?gaa_at=eafs
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/scottish-greens-expulsion-gender-critical-activists-lgtj0wl3p
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/scottish-greens-expulsion-gender-critical-activists-lgtj0wl3p
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/scottish-greens-expulsion-gender-critical-activists-lgtj0wl3p
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25476790.scottish-greens-breaking-law-trans-rights/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25476790.scottish-greens-breaking-law-trans-rights/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25476790.scottish-greens-breaking-law-trans-rights/


37

Scottish Greens, see https://web.archive.
org/web/20191216013455/https://
greens.scot/scotland-can/achieve-
gender-equality as at 23 March 2026 

104.	 Scottish Greens post on X, 8 March 
2021, see https://x.com/scottishgreens/
status/1369008283512606722 as at 23 
March 2026

105.	 ‘Scotland Can Achieve Gender Equality’, 
Scottish Greens, see https://web.archive.
org/web/20191216013455/https://
greens.scot/scotland-can/achieve-
gender-equality as at 23 March 2026

106.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 3 
February 2026, cols 61-64

107.	 ‘Greens Vote for Legalisation and 
Regulation of Drugs’, Scottish Greens, 19 
October 2025, see https://greens.scot/
news/greens-vote-for-legalisation-and-
regulation-of-drugs as at 23 March 2026

108.	 ‘Time to Tax Companies Profiting from 
Addiction’, Scottish Greens, 12 January 
2026, see https://greens.scot/news/
time-to-tax-companies-profiting-from-
addiction as at 23 March 2026 

109.	 i news online, 1 March 2021, see https://
inews.co.uk/news/scotland/growing-
calls-to-make-gay-conversion-therapy-
illegal-in-scotland-889393 as at 19 
March 2026

110.	 Scottish Lib Dems post on X, 16 May 
2025, see https://x.com/scotlibdems/
status/1923336741361999996 as at 19 
March 2026

111.	 The Herald online, 7 September 2020, 
see https://www.heraldscotland.com/
news/18702837.scottish-conservatives-
launch-bid-scrap-controversial-hate-
crime-legislation/ as at 19 March 2026

112.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 17 
April 2024, col. 35 

113.	House of Commons, Hansard, 11 May 
2009, col. 583

114.	 Scottish Liberal Democrats Manifesto 
2024, page 78 

115.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 25 
November 2025, col. 30

116.	 ‘Scottish Liberal Democrats call for 
LGBT+ inclusion in schools and NHS’, 
Scottish Liberal Democrats, 28 February 
2023, see https://www.scotlibdems.
org.uk/news/article/scottish-liberal-
democrats-call-for-lgbt-inclusion-in-
schools-and-nhs as at 19 March 2026; 
LGBTI Inclusive Education Working Group 
Report to the Scottish Ministers, Scottish 
Government, 2018, page 11

117.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 31 
January 2023, col. 22

118.	 Scottish Liberal Democrats Manifesto 
2024, page 81 

119.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 28 
May 2019, col. 25

120.	 Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP post 
on X, 7 February 2023, see 
https://x.com/agcolehamilton/
status/1622990660742651905 as at 19 
March 2026

121.	 Scottish Liberal Democrats Manifesto 
2021, page 17

122.	 City A.M. online, 10 October 2014, see 
http://www.cityam.com/1412933917/
lib-dems-are-right-push-
decriminalisation-prostitution as at 19 
March 2026 

123.	 The Telegraph Online, 4 February 2026, 
see https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/2026/02/04/these-woke-
politicians-think-sex-work-is-fulfilling/ as 
at 19 March 2026

124.	 ‘Our Plan For Scotland: Radical Drug 
Reform’, Scottish Liberal Democrats, 
see https://web.archive.org/
web/20210401221035/https://www.
scotlibdems.org.uk/manifesto_drugs 
as at 19 March 2026; Scottish Liberal 
Democrats Manifesto 2024, page 34 

125.	 ‘883 suspected drug deaths in just 9 
months’, Scottish Liberal Democrats, see 
https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/
article/833-suspected-drug-deaths-in-
just-9-months as at 19 March 2026

126.	 ‘Rennie responds to MUP statement’, 
Scottish Liberal Democrats, see https://
www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/article/
rennie-responds-to-mup-statement as at 
19 March 2026

127.	 ‘Freedom from Harm: Gambling as a 
Public Health Issue: F9 – Policy Motion’, 
Liberal Democrats, see https://www.
libdems.org.uk/conference/motions/
autumn-2025/f9 as at 19 March 2026

128.	 Reform UK Manifesto for Scotland 2026, 
page 20

129.	 ‘Our policies’, Reform UK Scotland, see 
https://reformuk.scot/policies/ as at 25 
March 2026 

130.	 Disability News Service, 19 February 2026, 
see https://www.disabilitynewsservice.
com/appalling-and-frightening-reform-
ready-to-legalise-discrimination-by-
scrapping-equality-act/ as at 25 March 
2026  

131.	 Operation Restoring Justice, Reform UK, 
August 2025  

132.	 The Times online, 22 February 2026, see 
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/
article/zia-yusuf-interview-christianity-
reform-p6bmz0mth as at 25 March 2026 

133.	 The Guardian politics live, 17 February 
2026, see https://www.theguardian.com/
politics/live/2026/feb/17/reform-farage-
shadow-cabinet-local-council-elections-
labour-starmer-latest-news-updates as 
at 25 March 2026; Mirror politics live, 17 
February 2026, see https://www.mirror.
co.uk/news/politics/live-nigel-farage-
unveil-shadow-36734084 as at 25 March 
2026

134.	 Reform UK Manifesto 2024, page 11
135.	 Reform UK Manifesto 2024, page 16 
136.	 Suella Braverman post on X, 19 March 

2026, see https://x.com/suellabraverman/
status/2034596603995074599 as at 25 
March 2026 

137.	 ‘SNP’s safe drug consumption rooms 

are failing Glasgow – Thomas Kerr 
exposes the reality’, Reform UK Scotland, 
26 February 2025, https://reformuk.
scot/2025/02/snps-safe-drug-
consumption-rooms-are-failing-glasgow-
thomas-kerr-exposes-the-reality/ as at 25 
March 2026 

138.	 ‘Nigel Farage’s Talking Pints with Peter 
Hitchens’, GBNews YouTube video, 5 
August 2021, see https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=h3_H26rcF2Y as at 25 
March 2026

139.	 Reform UK Manifesto 2024, June 2024, 
page 9

140.	 The Sun online, 7 November 2025, 
see https://www.thesun.co.uk/
news/37254742/nigel-farage-slot-
machines-save-our-bets-campaign/ as at 
25 March 2026

141.	 The Sun online, 29 October 2025, 
see https://www.thesun.co.uk/
sport/37163476/nigel-farage-labour-
save-our-bets/ as at 25 March 2026

142.	 ‘Our Vision for a Better Scotland’, Scottish 
Family Party, see https://scottishfamily.
org/our-policies/ as at 23 March 2026

143.	 Loc cit
144.	 Loc cit
145.	 Loc cit
146.	 Loc cit
147.	 Loc cit
148.	 Loc cit
149.	 Loc cit
150.	 Loc cit
151.	 Loc cit
152.	 Loc cit
153.	 Loc cit
154.	 Loc cit
155.	 Loc cit
156.	 Loc cit
157.	 Loc cit
158.	 Loc cit
159.	 ‘Conversion practices used to change or 

suppress sexuality or gender identity – 
Position statement’, SARAA, 11 February 
2022, see https://www.saraa.org.au/
conversion-practices/ as at 4 June 2024

160.	‘Have you experienced a change 
or suppression practice?’, Victorian 
Equal Opportunity & Human Rights 
Commission, see https://www.
humanrights.vic.gov.au/change-or-
suppression-practices/have-you-
experienced-a-change-or-suppression-
practice/ as at 31 March 2026

161.	The Guardian online, 9 June 2021, 
see https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2021/jun/09/conversion-
practices-church-of-england-bishop-
backs-prosecution as at 31 March 2026

162.	‘For people of faith, professionals, 
and other communities’, Victorian 
Equal Opportunity & Human 
Rights Commission, see https://

https://web.archive.org/web/20191216013455/https://greens.scot/scotland-can/achieve-gender-equality
https://web.archive.org/web/20191216013455/https://greens.scot/scotland-can/achieve-gender-equality
https://web.archive.org/web/20191216013455/https://greens.scot/scotland-can/achieve-gender-equality
https://web.archive.org/web/20191216013455/https://greens.scot/scotland-can/achieve-gender-equality
https://web.archive.org/web/20191216013455/https://greens.scot/scotland-can/achieve-gender-equality
https://web.archive.org/web/20191216013455/https://greens.scot/scotland-can/achieve-gender-equality
https://web.archive.org/web/20191216013455/https://greens.scot/scotland-can/achieve-gender-equality
https://web.archive.org/web/20191216013455/https://greens.scot/scotland-can/achieve-gender-equality
https://greens.scot/news/greens-vote-for-legalisation-and-regulation-of-drugs
https://greens.scot/news/greens-vote-for-legalisation-and-regulation-of-drugs
https://greens.scot/news/greens-vote-for-legalisation-and-regulation-of-drugs
https://greens.scot/news/time-to-tax-companies-profiting-from-addiction
https://greens.scot/news/time-to-tax-companies-profiting-from-addiction
https://greens.scot/news/time-to-tax-companies-profiting-from-addiction
https://inews.co.uk/news/scotland/growing-calls-to-make-gay-conversion-therapy-illegal-in-scotland-889393
https://inews.co.uk/news/scotland/growing-calls-to-make-gay-conversion-therapy-illegal-in-scotland-889393
https://inews.co.uk/news/scotland/growing-calls-to-make-gay-conversion-therapy-illegal-in-scotland-889393
https://inews.co.uk/news/scotland/growing-calls-to-make-gay-conversion-therapy-illegal-in-scotland-889393
https://x.com/scotlibdems/status/1923336741361999996
https://x.com/scotlibdems/status/1923336741361999996
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/18702837.scottish-conservatives-launch-bid-scrap-controversial-hate-crime-legislation/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/18702837.scottish-conservatives-launch-bid-scrap-controversial-hate-crime-legislation/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/18702837.scottish-conservatives-launch-bid-scrap-controversial-hate-crime-legislation/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/18702837.scottish-conservatives-launch-bid-scrap-controversial-hate-crime-legislation/
https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/article/scottish-liberal-democrats-call-for-lgbt-inclusion-in-schools-and-nhs
https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/article/scottish-liberal-democrats-call-for-lgbt-inclusion-in-schools-and-nhs
https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/article/scottish-liberal-democrats-call-for-lgbt-inclusion-in-schools-and-nhs
https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/article/scottish-liberal-democrats-call-for-lgbt-inclusion-in-schools-and-nhs
https://x.com/agcolehamilton/status/1622990660742651905
https://x.com/agcolehamilton/status/1622990660742651905
http://www.cityam.com/1412933917/lib-dems-are-right-push-decriminalisation-prostitution
http://www.cityam.com/1412933917/lib-dems-are-right-push-decriminalisation-prostitution
http://www.cityam.com/1412933917/lib-dems-are-right-push-decriminalisation-prostitution
https://web.archive.org/web/20210401221035/https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/manifesto_drugs
https://web.archive.org/web/20210401221035/https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/manifesto_drugs
https://web.archive.org/web/20210401221035/https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/manifesto_drugs
https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/article/833-suspected-drug-deaths-in-just-9-months
https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/article/833-suspected-drug-deaths-in-just-9-months
https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/article/833-suspected-drug-deaths-in-just-9-months
https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/article/rennie-responds-to-mup-statement
https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/article/rennie-responds-to-mup-statement
https://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/news/article/rennie-responds-to-mup-statement
https://www.libdems.org.uk/conference/motions/autumn-2025/f9
https://www.libdems.org.uk/conference/motions/autumn-2025/f9
https://www.libdems.org.uk/conference/motions/autumn-2025/f9
https://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/appalling-and-frightening-reform-ready-to-legalise-discrimination-by-scrapping-equality-act/
https://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/appalling-and-frightening-reform-ready-to-legalise-discrimination-by-scrapping-equality-act/
https://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/appalling-and-frightening-reform-ready-to-legalise-discrimination-by-scrapping-equality-act/
https://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/appalling-and-frightening-reform-ready-to-legalise-discrimination-by-scrapping-equality-act/
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/zia-yusuf-interview-christianity-reform-p6bmz0mth
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/zia-yusuf-interview-christianity-reform-p6bmz0mth
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/zia-yusuf-interview-christianity-reform-p6bmz0mth
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/live/2026/feb/17/reform-farage-shadow-cabinet-local-council-elections-labour-starmer-latest-news-updates
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/live/2026/feb/17/reform-farage-shadow-cabinet-local-council-elections-labour-starmer-latest-news-updates
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/live/2026/feb/17/reform-farage-shadow-cabinet-local-council-elections-labour-starmer-latest-news-updates
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/live/2026/feb/17/reform-farage-shadow-cabinet-local-council-elections-labour-starmer-latest-news-updates
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/live-nigel-farage-unveil-shadow-36734084
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/live-nigel-farage-unveil-shadow-36734084
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/live-nigel-farage-unveil-shadow-36734084
https://www.facebook.com/SuellaBravermanOfficial/videos/my-full-speech-setting-out-my-priorities-as-reform-uks-spokesman-for-education-s/1476937877546933/, 3mins52 
https://general-election-2010.co.uk/2024-general-election-manifestos/Reform-UK-Party-Manifesto-2024.pdf 
https://x.com/suellabraverman/status/2034596603995074599
https://x.com/suellabraverman/status/2034596603995074599
https://reformuk.scot/2025/02/snps-safe-drug-consumption-rooms-are-failing-glasgow-thomas-kerr-exposes-the-reality/
https://reformuk.scot/2025/02/snps-safe-drug-consumption-rooms-are-failing-glasgow-thomas-kerr-exposes-the-reality/
https://reformuk.scot/2025/02/snps-safe-drug-consumption-rooms-are-failing-glasgow-thomas-kerr-exposes-the-reality/
https://reformuk.scot/2025/02/snps-safe-drug-consumption-rooms-are-failing-glasgow-thomas-kerr-exposes-the-reality/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3_H26rcF2Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3_H26rcF2Y
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/37254742/nigel-farage-slot-machines-save-our-bets-campaign/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/37254742/nigel-farage-slot-machines-save-our-bets-campaign/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/37254742/nigel-farage-slot-machines-save-our-bets-campaign/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/37163476/nigel-farage-labour-save-our-bets/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/37163476/nigel-farage-labour-save-our-bets/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/37163476/nigel-farage-labour-save-our-bets/
https://scottishfamily.org/our-policies/
https://scottishfamily.org/our-policies/
https://www.saraa.org.au/conversion-practices
https://www.saraa.org.au/conversion-practices
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/09/conversion-practices-church-of-england-bishop-backs-prosecution
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/09/conversion-practices-church-of-england-bishop-backs-prosecution
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/09/conversion-practices-church-of-england-bishop-backs-prosecution
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/09/conversion-practices-church-of-england-bishop-backs-prosecution
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/change-or-suppression-practices/for-professionals-institutions-and-communities/


38

www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/
change-or-suppression-practices/
for-professionals-institutions-and-
communities/ as at 24 March 2026

163.	Ending Conversion Practices in Scotland: A 
Scottish Government Consultation, Scottish 
Government, January 2024

164.	 Roddy Dunlop KC post on X, 17 January 
2024, see https://x.com/RoddyQC/
status/1747544330116517963 as at 
27 March 2026; The Scottish Government 
consultation on its proposals for the Scottish 
Parliament to legislate with a view to 
bringing to an end in Scotland “Conversion 
Practices” ‘related to individuals’ “sexual 
orientation” and separately to their “gender 
identity”, Aidan O’Neill KC, 2 February 
2024 (available at the.ci/ctopinion2 as at 
27 March 2026)

165.	Ending Conversion Practices in Scotland: 
Analysis of responses to the consultation 
exercise, Scottish Government, 
September 2025, pages i and ii  

166.	Ending Conversion Practices in Scotland: 
Scottish Government response to analysis 
of consultation responses, Scottish 
Government, October 2025, page 1 

167.	BBC News, 10 April 2024, https://www.
bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2x3ljydn67o as 
at 27 March 2026

168.	 Feeling that your ‘real gender’ is different 
to your biological sex.

169.	Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill: 
A consultation by the Scottish Government, 
Scottish Government, December 2019

170.	 The Gender Recognition Reform 
(Scotland) Bill (Prohibition on Submission 
for Royal Assent) Order 2023, Schedule 2

171.	The Herald online, 8 December 2023, 
see https://www.heraldscotland.com/
news/23976682.humza-yousaf-loses-
landmark-court-case-holyrood-gender-
reforms/ as at 27 March 2026

172.	BBC News, 28 July 2022, see https://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-62335665 as 
at 27 March 2026

173.	The Cass Review: Independent review of 
gender identity services for children and 
young people: Final report, April 2024, 
page 13

174.	 Ibid, pages 29 and 197
175.	 Ibid, page 30

176.	 Ibid, page 164
177.	BBC News, 18 April 2024, see 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
scotland-68844119 as at 27 March 2026

178.	Cass Review – Implications for Scotland, 
Scottish Government, July 2024, page 4 

179.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 3 
September 2024, cols 45-46

180.	 BBC News, 3 September 2024, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/
c0jpy8l0weyo as at 24 March 2026 

181.	 Direct taxes: rates and allowances 
2017/18, House of Commons Library 
Briefing Paper Number 7915, 29 March 
2017, page 9; ‘Marriage Allowance’, UK 
Government, see https://www.gov.uk/
marriage-allowance as at 20 March 2026

182.	 Parliamentary Inquiry into Abortion on 
the Grounds of Disability, July 2013, page 
15

183.	 Abortion statistics for England and Wales: 
2023, Department of Health and Social 
Care, March 2026, Table 2; Termination of 
pregnancy statistics: Year ending December 
2024, May 2025, Table 6

184.	 The Sunday Times, 17 July 2022; Mail 
Online, 23 May 2020, see https://www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8349739/
Police-investigate-death-unborn-baby-
woman-took-abortion-drugs-home-28-
weeks-pregnant.html as at 23 March 
2026

185.	 BBC News, 18 July 2023, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
england-65581850 as at 23 March 2026

186.	Review of Abortion Law in Scotland: Expert 
Group Report, November 2025, page 10 

187.	 ‘Organ and tissue donation law change’, 
Scottish Government, 31 January 2021, 
see https://www.gov.scot/news/organ-
and-tissue-donation-law-change/ as at 
23 March 2026

188.	 Organ Donation and Transplantation 
Activity Data: Scotland, NHS Blood and 
Transplant, July 2020

189.	Organ Donation and Transplantation 
Activity Data: Scotland, NHS Blood and 
Transplant, October 2025 

190.	Equally Safe – challenging men’s demand 
for prostitution: consultation, Scottish 
Government, 11 September 2020

191.	 Scotland’s strategic approach to challenging 
and deterring men’s demand for prostitution 
and supporting the recovery and sustainable 
exit of those involved in prostitution, 
Scottish Government, February 2024, 
page 6 

192.	 ‘Drug-related deaths in Scotland, 2024’, 
National Records of Scotland, 2 September 
2025, see https://www.nrscotland.gov.
uk/publications/drug-related-deaths-in-
scotland-2024/ as at 26 March 2026; 
BBC News, 1 September 2025, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/
cvgn2gnkk93o as at 26 March 2026 

193.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 18 
March 2021, col. 111

194.	BBC News, 10 January 2025, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/
cdekew421dgo as at 26 March 2026 

195.	 ‘Statement on pilot safer drug 
consumption facility’, Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service, 11 September 
2023, see https://www.copfs.gov.uk/
about-copfs/news/lord-advocate-
s-statement-on-pilot-safer-drug-
consumption-facility/ as at 26 March 
2026

196.	BBC News, 31 March 2025, see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/
cge139x2y92o as at 26 March 2026

197.	Preventing Harm, Promoting Recovery: 
Scotland’s Alcohol & Drugs Strategic Plan 
2026-2035, Scottish Government, page 
27

198.	 Scottish Parliament, Official Report, 24 
May 2012, col. 9426

199.	 ‘Alcohol and Drugs: Minimum Unit 
Pricing’, The Scottish Government, see 
https://www.gov.scot/policies/alcohol-
and-drugs/minimum-unit-pricing/ as at 
16 March 2021

200.	 SPICe briefing, Alcohol etc. (Scotland) Bill, 
SP Bill 34

201.	 Evaluating the impact of minimum unit 
pricing for alcohol in Scotland: Final report, 
Public Health Scotland, 27 June 2023, 
pages 11-14

https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/change-or-suppression-practices/for-professionals-institutions-and-communities/
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/change-or-suppression-practices/for-professionals-institutions-and-communities/
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/change-or-suppression-practices/for-professionals-institutions-and-communities/
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/change-or-suppression-practices/for-professionals-institutions-and-communities/
https://x.com/RoddyQC/status/1747544330116517963
https://x.com/RoddyQC/status/1747544330116517963
http://the.ci/ctopinion2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2x3ljydn67o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2x3ljydn67o
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/23976682.humza-yousaf-loses-landmark-court-case-holyrood-gender-reforms/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/23976682.humza-yousaf-loses-landmark-court-case-holyrood-gender-reforms/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/23976682.humza-yousaf-loses-landmark-court-case-holyrood-gender-reforms/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/23976682.humza-yousaf-loses-landmark-court-case-holyrood-gender-reforms/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-68844119
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-68844119
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0jpy8l0weyo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0jpy8l0weyo
https://www.gov.uk/marriage-allowance
https://www.gov.uk/marriage-allowance
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8349739/Police-investigate-death-unborn-baby-woman-took-abortion-drugs-home-28-weeks-pregnant.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8349739/Police-investigate-death-unborn-baby-woman-took-abortion-drugs-home-28-weeks-pregnant.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8349739/Police-investigate-death-unborn-baby-woman-took-abortion-drugs-home-28-weeks-pregnant.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8349739/Police-investigate-death-unborn-baby-woman-took-abortion-drugs-home-28-weeks-pregnant.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8349739/Police-investigate-death-unborn-baby-woman-took-abortion-drugs-home-28-weeks-pregnant.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-65581850
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-65581850
https://www.gov.scot/news/organ-and-tissue-donation-law-change/
https://www.gov.scot/news/organ-and-tissue-donation-law-change/
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/publications/drug-related-deaths-in-scotland-2024/
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/publications/drug-related-deaths-in-scotland-2024/
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/publications/drug-related-deaths-in-scotland-2024/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgn2gnkk93o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgn2gnkk93o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cdekew421dgo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cdekew421dgo
https://www.copfs.gov.uk/about-copfs/news/lord-advocate-s-statement-on-pilot-safer-drug-consumption-facility/
https://www.copfs.gov.uk/about-copfs/news/lord-advocate-s-statement-on-pilot-safer-drug-consumption-facility/
https://www.copfs.gov.uk/about-copfs/news/lord-advocate-s-statement-on-pilot-safer-drug-consumption-facility/
https://www.copfs.gov.uk/about-copfs/news/lord-advocate-s-statement-on-pilot-safer-drug-consumption-facility/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cge139x2y92o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cge139x2y92o


39



40

AN ANALYSIS OF PARTY POLICIES ON KEY                                 
ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE TO CHRISTIANS 

Elections for the Scottish Parliament take place on 7 May 2026.

Christian citizens should think carefully and prayerfully about how they vote. 
The Christian Institute is a registered charity and we cannot tell you how to 
vote. What we can do in this briefing is address:

�	 why you should vote
�	 biblical priorities
�	 issues on the horizon
�	 two key factors in voting 

�	 speaking to candidates 
�	 party policies on key issues
�	 background information on  
public policy

Scottish Election Briefing 2026

Questions for your candidates
Ask your candidates where they stand

1.	 Do you oppose legalising assisted 
suicide?

2.	 Do you think schools should teach 
children that there are more than two 
genders?

3.	 Do you oppose further 
decriminalisation of abortion?

4.	 Are you concerned that a ‘conversion 
therapy’ ban could criminalise the 
ordinary work of churches?

5.	 Do you support legalising recreational 
drug use?

6.	 Should civil servants be able 
to participate in LGBT Pride 
events on work time?

KEY RESOURCES TO INFORM YOUR VOTE

the.ci/scottishelection

The Christian Institute is a Company Limited by Guarantee, registered in 
England as a charity whose main object is “the furtherance and promotion of 

the Christian Religion in the United Kingdom and elsewhere”.  
Company No. 263 4440; Charity No. 100 4774.

 A charity registered in Scotland. Charity No. SC039220.
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