
© 2008 The Christian Institute 
 

Registered office: The Christian Institute, Wilberforce House, 4 Park Road,  
Gosforth Business Park, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE12 8DG 
Tel: 0191 281 5664. Fax: 0191 281 4272 Email: info@christian.org.uk Internet: www.christian.org.uk 
The Christian Institute is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England as a charity.  
 

 

What we believe 

 

Parents have a God-given authority over their children 

 
In the Bible it is parents who have the responsibility for raising children. 
Parents have a God-given authority over their children. 

The fifth commandment requires a child to honour its father and mother 
(Exodus 20:12). This was quoted by Jesus and by the Apostle Paul.  

Parents are expected to exercise loving discipline over their children. As 
part of this most parents use physical chastisement such as smacking. 
Discipline must not be harsh. Fathers are told to instruct children 
according to what is good and not to exasperate their children 
(Ephesians 6:4). That discipline can be painful is clearly accepted in 
Scripture (eg Hebrews 12:7-11). However, attempts to make the 
administration of reasonable chastisement a criminal offence should be 
strongly resisted as should other moves which usurp the authority of 
parents.  

Christians ought particularly to be concerned by any proposals which 
weaken the moral protections for children. Jesus gave a serious warning 
of judgment against those who cause children to sin (Matthew 18:6). 
This is an apt warning in these days when children have their innocence 
stolen from them.  


