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April 28 , 2009

Dear Fiona, Annette, and Ian

Thank you for coming to meet Natalie Cronin and me.
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I would like to make it absolute ly clear that the NSPCC is not against elect ive home educat ion.
We believe parents shou ld have the right to dec ide what is in the best interests of their children .
Following correspondence from parents who educate their children at home , and our meeting
we recogn ise the anger that some parents feel. For many educat ing their children at home was
not their fi rst choice, but has come about by the ir children being let down in some way by the
educat ion system .

As regards the refere nce made to Victoria Climb ie in the Independen t, I would like to apologise
for the offence this has caused . Clearly there is no connection between home education and
Victoria's tragi c death as she was not being educated at home . Despite the fact that it was not
the intention of the NSPCC 's spokesperson to suggest such a connection , I recogn ise, as does
he, that it was inappropriate to refer to Victoria in this context. We have apo logised to the
Victoria Ctimbie Foundation on this matter , too .

The NSPCC is concerned about the safeguarding of all child ren whether they are educat ed at
home or at school and that will be the basis of our involvem ent with the Governm ent review.
We wish to make no inference about any connection between home educat ion and abuse .

At the conclus ion of, and in the light of, our discuss ion we recogn ised the need to cont inue to
encourage and enab le adu lts or children from turn ing for help to the NSPCC or ChildLine when
they are worried. I very much hope that this wi ll be the case .

You rs sincere ly

Phillip Noyes
Director of Public Policy
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